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The University

·5th largest UK Higher 
Education Institution

·22359 students*

·1287 academic staff*

·1606 non-academic staff*

·Strong regional links

·Distance learning / Mature

·Convergence and site 
redevelopment

·Space / Resources
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*Source: SCONUL Return 2005-06
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The Library

· ILS converged service

·100+ staff*

·500,000+ Books*

·4300 unique serial titles*

·32 Electronic Resource 
packages*

·Growing e-content provision

·Voyager (2004)

·SFX (2006) 

·MetaLib (2007)

·Verde (2007)
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*Source: SCONUL Return 2006-07



MetaLib

·A single point of access 
to all e-resources with 
cross-search options

·Challenges:
ƁSubject requirements

ƁUser requirements

ƁDatabase quirks

ƁSearch options

ƁComplex out-of-the-box 
interface

ƁOne size fits all?
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