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Welcome to a special issue of
the IGeLU Newsletter dedicated to

e-books!
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This comic quotation by Karl Valentin (1882
1948) , Bavari ads most
also prophetic: it characterises what we today
call virtual reality. In virtual worlds the old
boundaries between time and space do not
exist. There space i

gaging with these changed circumstances, with
the shift of information to virtual spaces, on a
daily basis for quite some time now. A perennial
theme for the librarian is how to create appro-
priate and upto-date discovery and ordering
systems within this context. Collections of
e-books, which have become a widespread phe-
nomenon since the beginning of the new millen-
nium, are but one example that raises this is-
sue.

The history of ehooks

The history of ebooks began in the 1970s when
works in the public domain, that is no longer
under copyright, were put in electronic form. The
indefatigable leader of this movement is the
activist Michael Hart, the founder of Project
Gutenberg. Regarded as the father of the
e-book, on his website, www.gutenberg.org, Hart
advocates that electronic texts should be avail-
able to all at any time, irrespective of place, and
free of charge. Project Gutenberg was the inspi-
rati on behi n dscal®mitagve,e 6 s
Google Book Search. Since 2004, Google has
been digitizing the holdings of libraries. This
so-called Library Program currently has 17 part-
ners in Europe and the USA. In 2007 alone
seven institutions joined, with the most recent
additions including the Boekentoren library of
Ghent University, Belgium, and the Committee
on Institutional Cooperation (CIC), USA, which
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has 12 member libraries. It is simply the sheer
quantity of ebooks that are being produced and
will be available in the future that makes the
Google project so powerful and unparalleled.

For a long time commercial publishers reacted
to this phenomenon with a confusing diversity of
devices for reading ébooks and complicated
models of digital rights management, which only
managed to convince a minority of readers.
However, since the turn of the millennium

things are changing. Both individual publishers
(e.g., Springer) as well as publisher groups are
now putting new ebooks and ebook-related
offers on the market. Some examples are: Net-
Library, founded in winter 1999 by OCLC, and
Safar. i Book Online,
Media and the Pearson Group.

Challenges for Libraries

IGeLU has also taken up the theme offgooks.

A focus group has been established in which
clients and ExLibris discuss together the strate-
gic challenges and opportunities for libraries
associated with nascent ébook collections (see
article by Ted Koppel). This Special Issue of the
IGeLU Newsletter contains reports of practical
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experience to accompany the focus group dis-
cussions. Zofia Brinkman presents the results of
a survey of users at the TU Delft in the Nether-
lands, Monica MetaViseman analyses five dif-
ferent licensing contracts, and Sarah Stamford
from Cambridge, UK reports on praxis with Voy-
ager. Colleagues from the Universidad Poli-
técnica de Valencia, Spain, share their experi-
ences with MetaLib, and colleagues from Porto,
Portugal, report on DigiTool.

It is an open question whether reading habits

Unknown future (Lush.i.ous, Flickr.com)
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yesterday or on th
will change because of dooks. While some
wi secrack that if oO0the book had been in\

after the laptop, it would be hailed as a great

breakthroughé (Neil Gershenfeld), among
the term O0Reading 2.006 (Peter Brantley)
the rounds.

These are exciting times, and to conclude |

should like to quote Karl Valentin once again,

but this time to disagree
times even the future was

with him: ol n
better.
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