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Sakai: TodaySakai: Today
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colleges, non-profit organizations, 
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�Twice-annual conference
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Tasks: StudentTasks: Student

�Access articles found by instructor

�Search for articles
�Possibly constrained by course subject

�Export references to bibliographic 
management tools such as RefWorks

�Reference articles from assignments, 
papers

�Obtain assistance from librarian

�Access articles found by instructor

�Search for articles
�Possibly constrained by course subject

�Export references to bibliographic 
management tools such as RefWorks

�Reference articles from assignments, 
papers

�Obtain assistance from librarian



Sakaibrary - IGeLU 2006Sakaibrary - IGeLU 2006 1717

Tasks: LibrarianTasks: Librarian

�Create links to appropriate databases

�Create customized search boxes

�Create help guides and suggestions 
for use of library resources

�Provide assistance to instructor and 
student

�Create links to appropriate databases

�Create customized search boxes

�Create help guides and suggestions 
for use of library resources

�Provide assistance to instructor and 
student



Sakaibrary - IGeLU 2006Sakaibrary - IGeLU 2006 1818

Where does the library fit in 
Sakai?

Where does the library fit in 
Sakai?

�Library databases are just one 
source of course content
�Web content

�Personal documents

�Digital repositories

�Electronic reserves

�Need to be able to work with all 
types of content in the same way

�Library databases are just one 
source of course content
�Web content

�Personal documents

�Digital repositories

�Electronic reserves

�Need to be able to work with all 
types of content in the same way



Sakaibrary - IGeLU 2006Sakaibrary - IGeLU 2006 1919

Sakai Tools and ServicesSakai Tools and Services

�Tool

�User interface

�Service

�Backend functionality

�Can be used by many 
tools

�Tool

�User interface

�Service

�Backend functionality

�Can be used by many 
tools

Sakai Sakai 

FrameworkFramework

Services

Customizatio

n

Configuratio

n

CustomizatioCustomizatio

nn

ConfiguratioConfiguratio

nn

Tools



Sakaibrary - IGeLU 2006Sakaibrary - IGeLU 2006 2020

Standard Sakai ToolsStandard Sakai Tools

� Announcements

� Assignments

� Chat Room

� Drop Box

� Email Archive

� Gradebook

� Help

� Message Of The Day

� News/RSS

� Preferences

� Announcements

� Assignments

� Chat Room

� Drop Box

� Email Archive

� Gradebook

� Help

� Message Of The Day

� News/RSS

� Preferences

� Presentation

� Profile/Roster

� Resources

� Schedule

� Section Mgmt

� Syllabus

� Threaded Discussion

� Web Content

� Worksite Setup

� WebDAV

� Presentation

� Profile/Roster

� Resources

� Schedule

� Section Mgmt

� Syllabus

� Threaded Discussion

� Web Content

� Worksite Setup

� WebDAV



Sakaibrary - IGeLU 2006Sakaibrary - IGeLU 2006 2121



Sakaibrary - IGeLU 2006Sakaibrary - IGeLU 2006 2222



Sakaibrary - IGeLU 2006Sakaibrary - IGeLU 2006 2323

Sakaibrary Project 
Deliverables

Sakaibrary Project 
Deliverables

�Phase 1:

�Library search tool*

�Citation management tool*

�Phase 2:

�Subject research guide tool*

*And associated services

�Phase 1:

�Library search tool*

�Citation management tool*

�Phase 2:

�Subject research guide tool*

*And associated services



Sakaibrary - IGeLU 2006Sakaibrary - IGeLU 2006 2424

Library Search ToolLibrary Search Tool

�Based on existing work

�Twin Peaks Navigator

�OKI: Open Knowledge Initiative

�Leverage existing Metasearch
technology to connect to various 
search sources

�Based on existing work

�Twin Peaks Navigator

�OKI: Open Knowledge Initiative

�Leverage existing Metasearch
technology to connect to various 
search sources



Sakaibrary - IGeLU 2006Sakaibrary - IGeLU 2006 2525

Citation Management ToolCitation Management Tool
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and other relevant formats
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Subject Research GuidesSubject Research Guides
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Technical ImplementationTechnical Implementation
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How to abstract?How to abstract?
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(essentially an API spec)
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�Provides standard interface to repository 
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�Already in use in Sakai

�Goal: Single UI, multiple backends

�Solution: OKI Repository OSID
�OKI: Open Knowledge Initiative

�OSID: Open Service Interface Definition 
(essentially an API spec)

�Developed by MIT with Mellon support

�Provides standard interface to repository 
query and delivery functions

�Already in use in Sakai



Sakaibrary - IGeLU 2006Sakaibrary - IGeLU 2006 3636

MetaLib IntegrationMetaLib Integration

�Work being carried out by UM

�Creating an OKI Repository OSID 
implementation for MetaLib

�Using X-server for access to MetaLib
functions

�Using CQL as internal query 
representation

�Working in tandem with developer at IU 
implementing Sirsi SingleSearch OKI OSID

�Work being carried out by UM

�Creating an OKI Repository OSID 
implementation for MetaLib

�Using X-server for access to MetaLib
functions

�Using CQL as internal query 
representation

�Working in tandem with developer at IU 
implementing Sirsi SingleSearch OKI OSID



Sakaibrary - IGeLU 2006Sakaibrary - IGeLU 2006 3737



Sakaibrary - IGeLU 2006Sakaibrary - IGeLU 2006 3838

MetaLib X-Server BenefitsMetaLib X-Server Benefits

�Allows us to develop our own 
userinterface on MetaLib engine

�Relatively simple to use

�Documentation for the X-Server API 
exists and is easy to access

�Allows us to develop our own 
userinterface on MetaLib engine

�Relatively simple to use

�Documentation for the X-Server API 
exists and is easy to access



Sakaibrary - IGeLU 2006Sakaibrary - IGeLU 2006 3939

MetaLib X-Server 
Limitations

MetaLib X-Server 
Limitations

� API documentation could be more robust: more 
detailed examples; edge cases
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� Merge command does not have an appending 
merge option

� Difficult to continuously page through records retrieved 
asynchronously from the X-Server
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�Will OpenURL link resolution work 
consistently enough for full text access?

�How will the Sakai development model 
work in libraries?
�Will other institutions step up to tackle other 

library integration issues?
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