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Church History Library 

• The Church History Library includes 
the Library, Archives, and a Museum 

• We use Aleph for cataloging and 
circulation 

• Primo is used for discovery 

• Rosetta is used for preservation and is 
in implementation for digital asset 
management 

 



• Access 

– The public can access some historical 
materials in a large, open library area, 
while other materials will be located in 
archival storage rooms and can be brought 
to a reading room upon request by a 
patron. 

 



Our collection contains approximately: 
 

• 270,000 books, pamphlets, magazines, and 
newspapers 

• 240,000 collections of original, unpublished 
records (journals, diaries, correspondence, 
minutes, etc.) 

• 4 million Patriarchal blessings for Church 
members (digital and hard copy) 

• 13,000 photograph collections 

• 23,000 audiovisual items 

 

 



What are we trying to do? 

• Integrate 4 separate products to create a 
rich discovery and delivery experience 
for Church History Catalog users 

– EAD Creation tool 

– Primo 

– Rosetta 

– Aleph 



EAD Module – Phase 1 

• Encoded Archival Description (XML) 

• Needed an easier interface to creating 
finding aids 

– Large volunteer force 

• Physical and Virtual nesting 

• Typically only describe to the box level 

• In production for creation of EAD 

















Integration with Primo – 
Phase 2 

• Ingest EAD into Primo 

– User can search at both collection and 
series levels 

• Still in proof of concept phase 











Integration with Rosetta – 
Phase 3 

• Digital scanning project in process 

– Very few of our collections are digitized 

• Will link images to collections in Primo 
using a locally developed viewer. 

• In proof of concept 





 



 Integration with Aleph – 
Phase 4 

• Cataloging 

– Collection record in Aleph 

– Who owns the master 

•EAD Tool 

•Aleph 

– Synching 

– Still working out how to manage authority 
control in EAD creation tool 

 



• Circulation 

– How to request a document if not 
digitized? 

•What is the link between the series or sub-
series level in EAD and the item record in 
Aleph 

– Pre-proof of concept 

 

 



Unexpected Choices 

• Use EAD tool as MARC Editor for staff 

– Volunteers 

– International users describing art, artifacts, 
and collections about the history of the 
Church in their areas 

• Simple label changes to avoid jargon 

• Authority control is still a huge issue 

– Complicated for non-librarians 

– Looking at a simple list of terms 

 



• Records are then ingested into Aleph 
from the EAD tool 

• Records need to be reviewed 

– Perhaps some authority work completed 



Thank You 

Questions 


