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MetaLib Functionality in a 
University Portal 

experiences - solutions ( - ideas)

Contents:

• (University) Portal in general

• Goal: Oldenburg University Portal

• Problems integrating MetaLib
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University-Portal  - Why ?
– Collection of situation specific information 

resources 

• Specific contents for a specific user 

group

– Student, research, staff 

– subject, 

– Similar look and feel

– Make support easier

– Single sign on (SSO), identity management 

(IdM)
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Portal Information gateway – OPAC I

settings / logoutsettings / logout

areasareas

funct. groups (Student)funct. groups (Student)

portlets (Bibliothek / library)

– Made by students, result of a “software project”, 

portlets (Bibliothek / library)

– Made by students, result of a “software project”, 

func
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Portal Information gateway – OPAC II

Display resultsDisplay results
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Oldenburg University Portal – areas

• Controlled and less is more

• 2 areas

– Role-based: Student

• predefined, unchangeable

– Free: Desktop

• configurable
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University Portal – area Student

Content: Relevant Resources for study:

• LMS (Stud.IP)

• E-Exam

• Information gateway:

– OPAC, 

– MetaLib, 

– ...
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University Portal – area Desktop
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Portal- Including Resources
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Oldenburg University Portal - Intention
Context: 

• Project funded by the DFG (German 
Research Foundation), focus on 
reorganisation

– Sub projects: IdM, University-Portal, ...

– Results at halftime:

• Evaluation and setting up 

– liferay, 

– SSO (CAS),

• Concept for and start with IdM
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Goal – Contents

Information Gateway:

1. Implementation SSO 

– OPAC (via HTML - front-end)

– MetaLib (via HTML - front-end)

2. Liferay portlet with full MetaLib 
functionality

3. Connection to/from LMS

• E-Shelf / bibliographic management in 
the portal
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Connecting to SSO / CAS

SSO – CAS:

• Application has not to handle 
logins/passwords:

– Authentification: handling of CAS
(service/proxy tickets)

– Authorization: ... roles/rights derived 
from

LDAP

• MetaLib/PDS has been CASsified 

• other applications 
(OPAC, LMS)  - no problems
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Problems

Liferay-portlet

• Connecting MetaLib X-Services ...

• Problem: X-Services can not use 
CAS/SSO

• User specific functions can not be 
used

• Handling of E-shelf folders, my ... not 
possible

• Multiple LDAPs
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Step 3: Bibliographic data management I 

• Defining areas/folders of bibliographic 

data (tree)

• Public or private

• Storing results, searches

• Importing of (public) folders 

• Can be accessed via linking from other 

applications (LMS)

Can this be done via MetaLib (X-Services) ?
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Step 3: Bibliographic data management – draft I
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Step 3: Bibliographic management – draft II
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Conclusion with regard to MetaLib 
• A portal has benefits for study, support

• MetaLib is a core application of the 
information gateway

• MetaLib X-services (V.3)

– has to be used (XML-API)

– can not be integrated in SSO without
Workarounds (conceptual gap ?)

( …should have complete MetaLib 
functionality )
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Thank you for your interest

and also thanks to

Ex Libris, Hamburg – supported integration 

CAS/LDAP in PDS

KOBV, Berlin – Hosting and technical Support for 

MetaLib

A. Duscheleit – Bookshelf-Portlet

H. Schulte-Borchers – MetaLib-Portlet
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Central Authentification Service (CAS)

http://www.ja-sig.org/products/cas/overview/cas1_architecture/index.html


