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Problem of Collection Overlap 

•OCUL Information Resources group identified 
overlap in coverage as a major concern for 
managing collections  

 

•Concern that libraries were buying content 2 or 3 
times over because of the way content is 
packaged 

 

•Requested that Scholars Portal work with them 
to analyze the problem 
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What we Needed in a Tool 

• Questions the tool needed to help answer: 
• New Acquisitions:  How will new product x affect my current 

online journal collection (# new titles, # overlapping titles)? 

• Cancellations: How would cancelling product y affect my 

current full text journal collection? Citation coverage of my 

journal collection? 

• New Program/Program Review Reports: How well is my 

collection covering a particular discipline in terms of a core list 

of journal titles?  How does my collection fare against 

comparators 

• Weeding:  Which of my print journals are covered in online 

archives I trust for perpetual access (or other features). 
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SCOT - Serials Collection Overlap Tool 

• Where does the data come from? 

– SFX: local full text product coverage information 

for each of the 21 schools. 

– Gold Rush: Database coverage information for 

aggregated databases and citation coverage 

dates.  Other products not covered by SFX and 

consortial title lists. 

– Excel Files: CRKN products that differ from a 

standard publisher or vendor offering. 

http://scot1.scholarsportal.info/index.xqy


Technology used for SCOT 

• MarkLogic server and MarkLogic database 

• Documents in XML format 

• Interface in Xquery 

• Java Loaders – to generate reports 

• XML from SFX active target portfolios then 

grouped by vendors and packages 

• Use Gold Rush interface – call from Java 

program to import lists. 
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SCOT - Features 

• Types of analyses supported 
–Journal coverage comparisons in both A&I and 

full text resources 

(Citation and full text coverage comparisons) 

–1 to 1, 1 to many, or many to many (up to 3 
individual resources, or 3 groups of resources) 

–Upload journal ISSNs from additional sources 
(i.e. print holdings) 

–Overlap between local, global and/or consortially 
licensed or purchased resources 
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Serials Collection Overlap Tool 

• Updating method proposed: 
• Monthly updates to SFX knowledge bases – updates SCOT. 

• Gold Rush updating method and schedule to review, but SPOT may 
reload all data at any desired time. 

• Consortial products updated annually where applicable 

• ‘Entitlements’ information for individual schools updated annually OR 
ad hoc by institutional SCOT users. 

• Resources required: 
• Student time annually for updating lists. 

• Programmer time to adjust scripts and load data. 

• Gold Rush  holdings service (1800/year) 

• Benefits – SCOT does what no other single overlap tool 
can do, can include lists from any of the other tools via 
upload, and we can grow it to include usage, cost and 
other metrics. 
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ADAT (Academic 

Database 

Assessment Tool) 

FREE 

SFX 

Advanced 

Collection 

Tool (avail) 

Gold Rush 

 

COST INCLUDED IN 

SCOT 

360 SS 

(avail to 

some) 

SCOT Ulrich’s 

Serials 

Analysis 

Full Text 

comparison 

YES YES YES YES YES YES 

Citation 

comparison 

YES NO YES NO YES YES 

# of databases 

included 

23 Approx. 

450 

1923 (multiple 

versions of same) 

? 1577 Similar to 

Gold Rush 

Upload title 

lists 

NO YES Only to create a new 

holding 

? YES YES 

Main 

Limitations 

Limited databases No citation 

details 

Clunky to use; many 

databases don’t match 

OCUL holdings 

Same as 

SFX 

Requires 

investment 

Only compare 

5 databases; 

no local info 

Distinguishing 

Benefit 

Qualitative as well 

as quantitative 

data 

Known 

local FT 

holdings 

Extensive holdings 

lists updated 

frequently 

Known 

local FT 

holdings 

OCUL 

specific 

holdings 

details; future 

developments 

Additional title 

context (peer 

review, JCR 

impact, 

subjects…) 
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SCOT Enhancements 
Add subjects at the title level 

Add links to ADAT where databases are covered 

Allow limiting of comparison to full text or citation 

• Scripting to show start-up stats (i.e. top 10 most redundant resources, # full text 

journals etc.) 

• Incorporation of cost and use data 

• Upload from other tools (format to match tool outputs, i.e. Serials Analysis) 

• Add ebooks 
 

• DEMO! 

http://scot1.scholarsportal.info/index.xqy
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Serials Collection Overlap Tool 
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Serials Collection Overlap Tool 

 

Search by journal 

name in all 

databases 
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Serials Collection Overlap Tool 
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SCOT - Serials Collection Overlap Tool 
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Serials Collection Overlap Tool 

 



SCOT Feature - Upload file 
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SCOT Feature - Packages 
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SCOT Feature - Subject Filters 
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Demo - Compare Holdings 
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Demo - Compare Holdings 
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Venn Diagram to Illustrate Overlap 
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Retrieve Results 
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Institution Comparison 
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Title Lists 
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Subject Filter 
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Sort by Any Column 
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Search by Journal Name 
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Link to ADAT 
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Add and Remove Columns 
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