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HOW FAST TECHNOLOGY CHANGES? 
Robert Darnton ǎŀƛŘΥ άΧǘƘŜ ǇŀŎŜ ƻŦ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǎŜŜƳǎ ōǊŜŀǘƘǘŀƪƛƴƎΥ ŦǊƻƳ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŘŜȄΣ пΣолл ȅŜŀǊǎΤ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŘŜȄ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŀōƭŜ ǘȅǇŜΣ мΣмрл 
years; from movable type to the Internet, 524 years; from the Internet to search engines, nineteen years; from search engines to DƻƻƎƭŜΩǎ 
algorithmic relevance ranking, seven years; and who knows what is just around the corner or coming out the pipelineΚέ 



Why  

    there are  

       e-books? 



Once upon a time, 

a long time ago... 
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1) At the beginning of the times, caveman started having ideas, see events, perform feats. 



2) These ideas occupied his head and soon became knowledge, able to change his life, and found that it was 
important to disseminate it to others. 



3) Without knowing the best way to do it, he began to transmit it orally. 



4) But over the time, the knowledge was fading in the memory, and disappearing, got lost. 



5) Then someone had the idea to start registering it on cave walls, so others could see what he thought in 
the years that followed. 
 



6) Many people came from far away to enjoy his work, and got amazed with the ideas that he shared. 
 



тύ ¢ƘŜƴ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ǊŜƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ƛǘΦΦΦ 
 



8) And so was created the first book. 
 



9) But it was not easy to take the knowledge from one side to the other... Stone has always been a very 
heavy and weak support. 
 



10) Then man tried other support: from the stalk of reed, the Egyptians created the papyrus, which was 
released, "liberated" from the plant (in latin libere) resulting in the word LIBRO/LIVRO. 
From the same concept arose the word BOOK, from άōƭƻŎƪ of ǿƻƻŘέΦ 
 



11) The people of ancient Egypt then decided to keep all papyri in a large building.  
Thus arose the Library, and the most modern technology to organize and disseminate knowledge:  
We, librarians. 
 



12) Also from the skin of the sheep, the Greeks created the parchment. Its pages, sewn and protected by a 
cover made of wood originated the codex, which was very popular in Rome. 
 



13) At the same time, the first booksellers emerged, in Ancient Rome. Romans saw that selling books was a 
lucrative business. 
мпύ ¢ƘŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŘŀǊƪ ǘƛƳŜΧ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ sheeps, and they ŘƛŘΩƴǘ liked it. 



15) Some time after, a group of Arabs decided to make a journey to find a substitute for the skin of the 
sheep. They traveled to a distant land, where a man offered to them a substitute material, with guaranteed 
delivery on any continent at reduced prices (Made in China). 


