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“It just needs to say unavailable?” From DAT 
to API



Background

• Over the last two years Imperial College 
London has gone through a major renovation 
of its central library. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sv4fEdw1
eYU

• Due to student feedback the library decided to 
add a new riser into the library to solve issues 
with air conditioning. This mention that over 
two summers Level 4 and 5 was renovated in 
2017 then level 1, 2 and 3 were renovated in 
2018.

• I was part of a space move group to help 
support any changes that would affect library 
system. 

• We have only just updated to Primo New UI in 
Easter of 2018.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sv4fEdw1eYU


3,000 pairs of earplugs purchased

• One of the main issues with the 
move, was making library books 
unavailable but requestable in 
Primo. And added enough distinct 
labels to make sure student where 
aware of the temporary changes.

• I had to put a series of examples 
together to explain how Primo 
might look. Working with the 
space group of librarians with 
differing IT knowledge. So a 
decision could be made on the 
best option. 



Work Order Work 
Around

• Items were put into sets in 
Alma and then had the work 
order requests removed. In 
order that they were checked 
out but could be loaned at the 
self services machines and 
requested. Do to the 
community zone download, 
these sets where made of 
10,000 items. 



“It just needs  to say unavailable, Andrew!”

Alma – changing the work order

Primo – Changing the labels 



Issues with Items 
within work orders

• When items had been loaned and returned, they 
needed to go back into a the work order over that 
day. 

• Requests where problematic, as when an item was 
available none of the records could be requested.  

• Requests needed to be blocked for these items as 
staff couldn’t always get to the books to find the 
items. 

• The returning of items triggered hold shelf requests. 



Returning 
46,000 items 
in one day

We had read the process of returning items using the Scan it in 
API. Where you need direct access to the route of a server to 
run a BASH code to return items. 

We tested for a few weeks and could not get this process to 
work. 

We was left with the choose of asking Ex Libris to return the 
items using the bash code. Or finding a different solution. 

I figured out a way of using an offline circulation dat file to 
return all the items. As this would mean this even if the item 
was return or loaned a few second later after the doors where 
open. This would not affect the status of the item. 



Bash…



What is a Dat file?

Date: 
20181015  

Loan (L)
Return (R)

Item 
Barcode 

Time:
1000 User’s Primary_Id



Creating a Dat File



Triggered 
Hold self 
items and 

reports 



Weeding Reports and high demand reports 
were affected 



The RESTful librarian



Learning API’s



Same code has many different uses.

Leganto add and 
delete owners 
after roll over 

process. 

Leganto
Permalinks in Excel





Any Questions?


