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The context
• LIUC University

•Mario Rostoni Library

• Leganto @ Mario Rostoni Library



•Very small university near Milan and Varese, North of Italy

•30 years old

• Site of industrial archeology

•2 Schools: 
Management and Economics
Managerial Engineering

LIUC University



Mario Rostoni Library

•One main library

•Our mission
• learning and teaching library
• research library
• library as a place of study 
and socialization 
+ digital library and digital services
• Library Management System Alma 
+ Primo VE + Leganto +Esploro



Mario Rostoni Library after COVID

•Much integration with Faculty about class activities

•More digital collections and services

• Strong effort in having a role in the Campus life to build LIUC 
Community



Leganto at Mario Rostoni Library

Within the class: Reading lists Out of the class: 1)Subject 
Bibliographies; 2)Book Club



Leganto within the 
class



Leganto at Mario Rostoni Library within the 
class
• Leganto reading lists available for instructors from 2019

• Leganto integration with Moodle (LTI-Learning Tools Interoperability)

• Leganto integration with the University system portal SOL 
(compliance to Ministry of Education requests about reading lists 
publicity)



Moodle LMS
SOL System for Ministry 
of Education

Integrations of Leganto



Leganto at Mario Rostoni Library within the 
class. Courses and reading lists - Processes
•1 course – 1 reading list

•Reading lists roll over made by the library once a year 

• Instructors enter the lists, modify and send them to the library 

• Library team revises the citations 

• Library confirmation, reading lists verified put to public

•After 1 Sept: all lists are public 

• Library team verifies the lists in which instructors did not enter



Leganto out of the 
class



Why University Library should actively 
support reading?
Our answer:

We believe in the cultural role of university libraries

• transformative act of reading for life long learning
• deep reading (digital or paper) of complex, dense prose that demands 

considerable effort - vs skim through a text looking for key words
• The reading choice also left to students



What we did

1)SUBJECT BIBLIOGRAPHIES 2)BOOK CLUB



Subject Bibliographies: Examples
Core subject

Example:
SDGs and 
sustanability



Russia-Ucraina 
war

Subject Bibliographies: Examples
Go deeply into current problems

Ucraina-Russia War



Gender studies in 
management

Subject Bibliographies: Examples
Bibliographies for special events: International Women’s Day, 
International Book Day… 



Gender studies in 
management

Subject Bibliographies: Examples
For instructors



Why Leganto is our choice to manage subject 
bibliographies?
Advantages
Lists are easy to be created and updated by librarians
Usability
Integration of paper and digital resources
Access to digital resources
Sections to be used to create sub-subjects and an index
Add comments

Disavantages
Quality of the print version to be improved
Long bibliographies difficult to manage and to be used



Book clubs in Universities

Why University Libraries should actively support social reading? 

After the pandemic experience: reading and discussing together 
in the library

LIUC Library Book Club



LIUC Book Club



LIUC book club

•Professors and librarians propose books to be read

•Members choose the book to be read through Leganto

• Library buys and gives out the copies of the chosen books

• Student members manage the conversation during the meeting of the 
readers, support the events and the communication via socials

• Student members promote the Book club among their fellows



The opinion of students: why do you take 
part in LIUC Library Book Club
• Networking 
“The book club helps connect people with common interests and shared values” (Claudia)

• Open-mindedness 
“Taking part in the Book Club gives us lots of insights and a chance to discuss with people 
outside our inner circle as well, allowing us to consider different points of view.

It allows us to explore current issues with critical thinking and open mind, enriching our 
cultural heritage. It could also provide ideas that can be developed at university.” (Chiara)

• Communication skills 
“It is an opportunity to improve our debating and public speaking skills, which are crucial for 
our professional career and beyond” (Claudia).



The opinion of professors: why do you take 
part in Library Book Club
•«Sono incontri che allenano lo spirito critico al di fuori dalle solite 

aule, per noi studenti e docenti» (Prof. Chiara Mauri, Head of LIUC 
School of Management) 

•Critical thinking training out of the class, both for students and 
professors

 



Why using Leganto to manage a book club?

Advantages

•Professors and librarians can suggest books to be read, inserting them 
directly into Leganto 

•Members can vote the books in Leganto with «I LIKE»

•All members know Leganto very well

•All members can see which books are most voted



The kick off



The Discussion



Posts in Linkedin



Next book



What to do now?



Thanks
lballestra@liuc.it


