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- Overview
The University of Manchester

Solution: stabilise the
backend process for the
Special Collections A-Z
using RPA

Context: University,
Library, and Special
Collections

Problem: Special
Collections discovery

Benefits and

Future plans...
challenges P
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The University of Manchester

University of Manchester

7 A e

Based in North-west England, UK
Research intensive — part of Russell Group
40,000+ students & 12,800 staff
3 faculties (Biology, Medicine and Health, Y ’ F_. -
Science & Engineering, Humanities) | S " Tl __

Our Future strategy
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The University of Manchester

The Unlver5|ty of Manchester Library

300 staff

10 library sites, including the John Rylands
Research Institute and Library

National Research Library in the North
Imagine 2030 strategy

Exlerls Exlerls Exlens < RAPID .
Alma Primo Leganto vowpror EXLIbIS
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The University of Manchester

Over 6.75million items, spanning nearly = > DESIGNING
5,000 years and more than 50 e | P = — D AN T E -

- —

languages... _L""" | - 24 March—10October
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Digital Collections Speugl Collections digital Discovery
infrastructure

Manchester Digital Emu Library Search (Primo)
Colechell Preservica Special Collections
Library Digital Collections ELGAR (Archives Hub) webpages

(LUNA)

Alma



MANCHESTER

. - 1 -~ - A~
¢ Thaz University of Manchesta- Litrary [.:'\D;Ll || |IQ Sv‘:‘ d' - |e'~,’.|\,’ 1S

1824

2 3 { Jonn Tyland: Res2arch Institut2 a were are several ways to firg out about aur amazing Special i
The University of Manchester ki e :

cverview s Lo sterl with our Cuide Lo Speus

* detal infarmation on nur physiral

V- Exploring Spada’ Coliections

Culde ta Specl Collactions

Browse and search listings of

Overview of material and collection descriptions

types of collections held

Subject groups Search Special Collections

Thematic groupings

The Guide 1o Special Colleclions Search the o ority of our Special

of CO”ECtIOﬂS contains sum mary descriptions of the Collections rare bug<s, maps, visudl
majority of the outstanding Special colections, works of art, phetograghs
Collections held by the Library. and objects.

Special Collections search

Read more » ead more >

scope in Primo and links to
other platforms



Rebuilding the Special Collections A-Z using
Alma:

A new methodology for a specific problem
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Strategic review planned for 2020 (pre-COVID)

Investigate replacement for Guide to Special

Collections / A-Z and review of potential
solutions ‘

Address legacy issues adding and updating

Special Collections
Discovery

content for A-Z from Emu

Alma (and Alma-D) identified as preferred
replacement solution
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Cost No additional cost, existing system

API support Enable automation and support update of information

Variety of Direct integration with Primo and export data to present
presentation options in other systems

Metadata . .
cpens Support for MARC and DC, import via XML
capabilities
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The University of Manchester

Special Collections Digital Development Discovery & Metadata Digital Services
Associate Director: Software Developer Metadata Manager Systems Support
Curatorial Practices = for Content Analyst (Library

Digital Management Systems)
Collection and Communications

Discovery Manager Developer
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Robotic
Process
Automation

Metadata
mapping

User interface
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Mapping the Metadata...

<marc:record>
<marc:leader>05630npcaa22002893i 4500</marc:leader>

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?>
<article data-xmlns="http://www.w3.0rg/1999/xhtml">

<section class="scg-title" style="display:block; margin-bottom: 1em;"> <marc:controlfield tag="008">210708 ]| | | | | | | | | xx
<header> nnn||||1II]11]]]]eng|d</marc:controlfield>
<h1>Title:</h1> <marc:datafield tag="040" ind1=""ind2="">
</header> <marc:subfield code="a">UkMaJRU</marc:subfield>

<section class="scg-content">
<h1>Women's Suffrage Movement Archives</h1>

<marc:subfield code="b">eng</marc:subfield>
<marc:subfield code="e">rda</marc:subfield>

</section> </marc:datafield>
</section> <marc:datafield tag="336" ind1=""ind2="">
<section class="scg-order" style="display:block; margin-bottom: 1em;"> <marc:subfield code="a">text</marc:subfield>
<header> <marc:sub . .
SRPNONINSNII X VL schema from Emu ‘ pissban \IARC XML for import into Alma
</header> </marc:datafield>

<section class="scg-content">Women's Suffrage Movement Archives</section>
</section>
<section class="scg-daterange" style="display:block; margin-bottom: 1lem;">

<marc:datafield tag="337" ind1=""ind2="">
<marc:subfield code="a">unmediated</marc:subfield>
<marc:subfield code="b">n</marc:subfield>

<header> <marc:subfield code="2">rdamedia</marc:subfield>
<b>Date range:</b> </marc:datafield>
</header> <marc:datafield tag="338" ind1=""ind2="">
<section class="scg-content">1892-1923</section> <marc:subfield code="a">other</marc:subfield>
</section> <marc:subfield code="b">nz</marc:subfield>
<section class="scg-medium" style="display:block; margin-bottom: 1lem;"> <marc:subfield code="2">rdacarrier</marc:subfield>
<header> </marc:datafield>
<b>Medium:</b> <marc:datafield tag="245" ind1="1" ind2="0">
</header> <marc:subfield code="a">Women's Suffrage Movement
<section class="scg-content">Archive</section> Archives</marc:subfield>
</section> </marc:datafield>
<section class="scg-number-of-items" style="display:block; margin-bottom: 1em;"> <marc:datafield tag="210" ind1="0" ind2="0">
<header> <marc:subfield code="a">Women's Suffrage Movement

<b>Number of items:</b>

DAY I TR

Archives</marc:subfield>
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Mapping of approx. 490 XML collection

< Collection Resource Editor

records to MARC for import into Alma and

[N
General Sub-collections (0) Title List Discovery History

added to collection

1-20of 492 Publisher 0 rows selected © Add Title © Add Titles from Se
@ MMSDD Material Type
Iterative process and multiple revisions
992083876595201631 CID chiv Mixed material
992983876595301631 g pers Mixed material
Implications: ——
992083876595501631 Mar S Mixed material
992983876595601631 Jar ers Mixed material
* Consideration of how metadata would e omiPgers

992983876595801631 Gus! e He Mixed material

display in public facing Ul
¢ Conform to MARC standards
* How to handle HTML formatting and URLs e re—— -

in records
e Standardise conversion as much as possible
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The University of Manchester

John Strachan Papers

COLLECTION Date range: 1885-1907
John Strachan Papers

B/ Help me find it Medium: Archive

John Strachan (1862-1907) was Hulme Professor of Greek, 1885-1907, and Professor of Sanskrit and

Find in library Comparative Religion, 1890-1907, at Owens College, and from 1903, the University of Manchester.

Top

Need help? Strachan is best remembered as a leading figure in the revival of Celtic studies. His small collection of

Find In Library Please contact us if you need further help

manuscript notebooks contains information on philosophy, the classics, and the Irish Gaelic language.
Details
Order a Book

Collection If you are searching for a book that we don't hold you can order a copy: please visit the Library website to find out more

T See also:

Links §
e John Strachan Book Collection

Details

Title John Strachan Papers
Publisher 1885-1907 ” .
Language English FU rther |ﬂfOrmat|On
Description John Strachan (1862-1907) was Hulme Professor of Greek, 1885-1907, and Professor of Sanskrit and

Comparative Religion, 1830-1907, at Owens College, and from 1903, the University of Manchester. Uncatalogued.

Strachan is best remembered as a leading figure in the revival of Celtic studies. His small collection of
manuscript notebooks contains information on philosophy, the classics, and the Irish Gaelic language.

Summary Uncatalogued. Locatlon

MMS ID 992983876729901631 e The University of Manchester Main Library, Oxford Rd [Map]
Source UoM Library Catalogue

¢ Find out how to use the reading room in the Main Library

Collection Path A COLLECTIONS Guide To Special Collections

Links << Back to A-Z list
The University of Manchester Main Library, Oxford Rd 3
John Strachan Book Collection 4

Conditions of Access 4

Display Source Record




3 (INGEST) XML TEMPLATE

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?>

ollection xmlns:mar ttp://www.loc.gov/MARC21/slim

>

re manda
that

pc
Ei O I —
nnn| [ [[[[II11IIIlengl|d
SatuwaRe’ [ catsfisld
g <margisubfeld code="">Title</marcubficlé>
Serda” — </marcdasafield>
336\

336 \\ Sb “txt” <marc;subfield code="a">Sort By</marc:subfield>
336 \\ $2 “rdacontent” <marc: :subfield>
337\ $a “unmediated” </marc:datafield>
337\ Sb “n” <marc:datafield tag="362" ind1="1" ind2="">
337\\ $2 “rdamedia” 2 MAPPINGS <marg;subfield code="a">Date Range</marc;subfield>
338 \\ $a “other” — </marc;datafield>
Narrative Field MARC21 Field Comments <marc:data
$2 “rdacarrier” 1. Title 245 10 $a <marg;subfield code="a">Medium</marc:subfield>
. Sort Order/Term 210 00 Sa Sb “UkMalRU” Sb static. Defaults to title when </marc:datafield>
blank. <marc:datafield tag="300" ind1=""ind2="">
. Date Range 362 1\ $a <marg;subfield code="a">Number of Items</marc;subfield>
4. Medium 380 \\ Sa </marc:datafield>
- Number of Items 300 \\ $a <marc:datafield tag="500" ind1=""ind2="">
6. Description 500 \\ $a { i code="a">Description (May contain arbitrary HTML /CSS tagging)</i
. See Also 787 0\ St </marc:datafield>
856 42 Sz [text] Su [uri]
758 \\ Si [text] $1 [uri]
9. Alternative formats | 530\\ $a
530 \\ $Sa [text] Su [uri]
10.Further Info 581 \\ Sa
520 8\ $a
520 8\ Sa [text] Su [uri]

END: Maximum one (1) of the following elements should exist for each re

TART: These

<marc:datafield tag="856" ind1="4" ind2="2">

‘marg;subfield code="u">See Also [Anchor Link URI]</ma

12.

856 41 52 [text] Su [uri] 1 o T T P .

</marc:datafield>

<marcdatafield tag="787" ind1="0" ind2="">
<marg;subfield code="t">See Also [Text] (May contain arbitrary HTML/CSS tagging)</marc:subfield>
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The University of Manchester

é Robotic Process Automation (RPA)is technology which allows software to emulate human actions
*—m when interacting with digital systems. Software 'robots' can perform repetitive tasks faster and
aD more consistently than humans

Manchester's preferred RPA platform is UlPath.
Several robots have been deployed in the library
since 2019 to support repetitive aspects of
services

RPA adopted in this project to automate full
workflow for generating A-Z webpages from Alma
data
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The University of Manchester

1.  Export collection from Alma to Excel and save as .csv

2. Run Powershell script to retrieve bib records via APl and save as xml file. Custom sort terms/order
record in MARC field 210.

3. Csvfile of title list sorted by custom sort order.
4. Run Powershell script to generate search XML file and upload to T4
5.  HTML file for A-Z generated and uploaded to T4, alongside XML file of bib records

6.  A-Zlistings pages are generated on website and use ALMA MMS ID to link to individual listing, pulling
full metadata from XML bib file.
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The University of Manchester

Stabilised and automated backend process Weren't able to improve discovery as much as
hoped...yet

Easier for Special Collections staff to create

and update records in Alma Risk of records becoming unsuppressed in
Alma inadvertently

Scope to enhance further
Challenges in making metadata fit to MARC
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Special Collections A-Z

* Dynamic subject
groupings

 Link to material within a
collection

* |ncrease visual elements

e Revisit inclusion in Primo

Future plans

Databases A-Z

Alma-D and Collection
Discovery
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Any questions?

Thank you for listening
amanda.swann@manchester.ac.uk



