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Qatar Foundation
A unique model of academic and research 
excellence, pioneering a new approach to 
multidisciplinary, global education.



VCUarts Qatar
VCUarts Qatar is the Qatar campus of the 
prestigious Virginia Commonwealth 
University School of the Arts in Richmond, 
Virginia. Established in 1998 through a 
partnership with Qatar Foundation, 
VCUarts Qatar offers students the 
opportunity to earn a Bachelor of Fine 
Arts Degree in graphic design, interior 
design and painting & printmaking, a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in art history and 
a Master of Fine Arts Degree in design.



Art and Design 
Libraries
The Libraries of Virginia Commonwealth 
University in Qatar support the mission of 
the university and Qatar vision 2030 by 
contributing to excellence in education 
and research. It comprises of the Art & 
Design library, the Materials Library, 
Innovative Media Studios and the Writing 
Center.



Background
● Staff role changes
● Difficulty in tracking
● Lengthy receiving   process
● Complex claiming   process
● Naming issues
● Lack of statistics



Time spent is time saved with prediction patterns
Is it a matter of debate?

PROS CONS



Alma supports prediction patterns to enable you to more easily manage serials. 
With prediction pattern support, it is possible to create serial items in advance 
of their receive date based on a prediction template.This capability uses the 
853-855 holdings record fields for the predicted item information such as 
enumeration, chronology, frequency and so forth. Alma provides many 
predictive pattern templates. There are different ways to create prediction 
patterns in Alma.

What can Alma serials prediction pattern functionality 
do?



1) Use one of the readily available templates in Alma that suits the publication frequency.

2) Duplicate and edit a prediction pattern template available in Alma to create your own 
prediction pattern template to match the publication frequency

3) Manually enter the 853/854/855 field to create prediction patterns as per the 
publication frequency.

3 methods to create prediction patterns in Alma



3-1
Ways to create prediction 
patterns

Use one of the readily available 
templates in Alma that suits the 
publishing frequency.

Alma ‘Out of the box’ has many prediction patterns – one for nearly 
every possible publishing pattern. These contain 853 captions and 
pattern fields as well as 590 note fields. 
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Ways to create prediction 
patterns

Duplicate and edit a prediction pattern 
template available in Alma to create your 
own prediction pattern template to match 
the publication frequency.

An example of edited template as per the publishing frequency.
Serial : Adage
 A biweekly magazine that is published every two weeks except in 
the months of February, May, July, August, September and 
November.

Edited the above template to predict 18 issues a year



3-3
Ways to create prediction 
patterns

Manually enter  the 853/854/855 field 
as per the publication frequency.

Required MARC Holdings fields for publication patterns: 
Captions and Patterns

Captions: Enumeration - volume/issue/part/section etc. 
Chronology - date of publication (year, month, season, day)

Patterns: Frequency interval - Special publication information

Detailed information can be found on 
https://www.loc.gov/marc/holdings/hd853855.html
Guidelines for applying content designators and the input 
conventions for the 853-855 fields are given in this section.

853-855 fields [Repeatable] 

853 - CAPTIONS AND PATTERNS FOR BASIC 
BIBLIOGRAPHIC UNITS 

854 - CAPTIONS AND PATTERNS FOR SUPPLEMENTS 

855 - CAPTIONS AND PATTERNS FOR INDEXES 

https://www.loc.gov/marc/holdings/hd853855.html


Captions & Patterns

Enumeration

Chronology

Publication pattern

Enumeration captions [All non-repeatable]

$$a - $$h
$a First level of enumeration
$b-f Second level through sixth level of enumeration
$g Alternative numbering scheme, first level of enumeration
$h Alternative numbering scheme, second level of enumeration

Chronology captions[All non-repeatable]

$$i - $$m
$i First level of chronology
$j-l Second level through fourth level of chronology
$m Alternative numbering scheme, chronology

Publication pattern
$n Pattern note (non-repeatable)
$u Bibliographic units per next higher level (repeatable)
$v Numbering continuity (repeatable)
$p Number of pieces per issuance (non-repeatable)
$w Frequency (non-repeatable)
$x Calendar change (non-repeatable)
$y Regularity pattern (repeatable)
$z Numbering scheme (repeatable)
 
Other captions & subfields
$o Type of supplementary material, type of index (non-repeatable)
$t Copy number (non-repeatable)
$8 Field link and sequence no. (non-repeatable)

+

+

3-3
853/854/855
are made up of captions and patterns
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Holding record 853 field 
example 
(commonly used captions & patterns)

$$a volume (top level enumeration)
$$b number/issue (secondary  enumeration)
$$u issues per year
$$v numbering pattern (repeating or 
continuous)
$$i first level of chronology
$$j second level of chronology
$$k third level of chronology
$$w periodicity (monthly, weekly, etc.)
$$y regularity pattern
$$x when a new volume starts
$$8 Field link and sequence number

1.
2.
3.
4.

5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.

What does it look like

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
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How are items predicted in 
Alma

 Meet Alma serial prediction creation conditions 

Captions and Patterns

Next predicted item information

Predicted items

Permissions in Alma needed to create prediction patterns

To add and/or manage physical resources, you must have one 
of the following roles:

● Physical Inventory Operator
● Physical Inventory Operator Limited
● Purchase Manager
● Purchase Operator
● Repository Manager

Requirements to create predicted items in Alma

● Right user role in Alma
● Associated POL with a POL type of “Journal”
● POL status of “Waiting for renewal”
● Active subscription
● MARC Holdings field 853/854/855 (captions & patterns)
● Next predicted item information
● Expected items generated
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Requisites

● Detailed action plan
● Dedicated staff time
● Compiled information sheet on 

subscriptions
● Verified information 
● List of important factors to be 

considered for manually created 
prediction patterns

● Continuous effort to keep up 
with the publishing pattern 
changes

What  did we do to accomplish the work

● Dedicated staff member spent time on learning Alma 
documentation on Serial prediction patterns

● Consulted peers in the field
● Gathered information on current subscriptions from 

the pieces, vendor site and at times internet, and 
previous year’s issues

● Worked through each subscription and opened the 
predicted items to ensure accuracy

● Made notes for future reference to improve the 
process

● Noted down hacks learnt through the process
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Hacks learned during the 
process

● Bimonthly, 6 issues per volume, combines every 
two months starting with Jan/Feb, new volume 
in January (hack of monthly ($$w m rather than 
$$w b) to get joint months)

Examples

E1

● When creating quarterly prediction patterns 
using months or seasons, the pattern does not 
display the text, i.e. month or season name, 
correctly (hack of quarterly)Instead of including 
the month or season in the second level of 
chronology (j) use the numerical notation, i.e. 01 
for January or 21 for Spring in the next predicted 
item’s information

● If a number appears on a issue with a numbering 
pattern like 1/1, Jan. 2022), give a caption in 
brackets within parentheses

$$a v. $$b no. $$u 6 $$v r $$i (year) $$j (month) $$w m $$x 
01 $$y cm01/02,03/04,05/06,07/08,09/10,11/12 $$8 1
Display: v.30:no.1(2022:Jan/Feb)

$$a v. $$b no. $$u 3 $$v r $$i (year) $$j (season) $$w q $$y 
os23 $$8 1 $$x 21
Display:v.193:no.1(2022:spring)

$$a ([v.]) $$b ([no.]) $$i (year) $$j (month) $$w m $$8 1
Display: 1:1(2022:Jan.)E2

E3
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Benefits

● Easy to track and predict future 
items once the pattern is developed 

● Receiving time saved

● Easy tracking of issues not arrived

● Easy claiming process

● Enumeration and chronology 
naming consistency.

● Staff time saved on entering 
enumeration and chronology

● Make informed decisions on 
subscriptions

● Upfront time for developing 
patterns before implementation

● Repeated attempts to develop a 
successful pattern(lots of patience)

● No batch changes or uploading is 
possible.Work through each 
periodical

● Ongoing effort to track changes in 
the publishing pattern and update 
the system and notify the person in 
charge of receiving

Challenges



Benefits

● Predict future items
● Track items not received
● Maintain naming consistency
● Easy receiving
● Make informed decisions
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Why ongoing effort is 
needed 

● Publication patterns change multiple 
times in a year. “Publication patterns 
change due to the COVID-19 
pandemic”.

● Unexpected special editions 

● Publications discontinue and resume 
publishing at an odd time of the year

● Publisher changes(does not affect 
predicted items)

More on challenges
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Careful gathering of 
information

● Publication information varies from 
the vendor site, actual piece and 
actual publication pattern
(Information on vendor site)

More on challenges

● (Information on actual piece)



Another example of irregular publication 
frequency Smithsonian-published monthly 
with an occasional special issue which 
requires careful tracking and manual editing 
of enumeration and chronology information 
after predicting items.

Information from Vendor Site
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Cataloger's experience

“At an overall  level, Alma prediction 
pattern functionality helps to track, 
receive and claim  serials more easily. 
Staff time is saved in serial 
management. With an additional 
enhancement of the functionality, the 
user’s experience could get better. In 
the scenario of changing publishing 
patterns through the year, the process 
becomes obsolete and the predicted 
items turn false.If Alma could find a 
workaround to solve this problem, it 
could save a lot of time for catalogers.”

        Staff 

Overall experience

“As the prediction patterns are used to 
create serials in advance of their 
receive date, it has allowed me to 
check-in the items easily and more 
efficiently. The processing time is 
shortened and I can clearly track the 
items. Overall, my experience has 
been very pleasant.

Wanoun Yaqoob
Library  Assistant

Art & Design Library
Vcuarts Qatar
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Do the 
advantages 
outweigh the 
disadvantages


