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The 
Problem Our Task Discovery Implementatio

n

No item 
records

Add or 
exclude 
multivolumes

Most 
multi-volume 
records in the 
catalogue do not 
have item-level 
records

If we could not 
add item 
records, ~50,000 
items would 
need to be 
excluded from 
the project

Research 
Python and 
Alma API
See if it’s possible 
to use Python 
and the Alma 
API to add item 
records quickly

Testing, 
iterating, 
implementing
Using the Alma 
sandbox we 
tested multiple 
versions before 
successfully 
adding the items

Google Books: 
Multivolumes



for each row of bibIDs and holdings:
• call the Alma API to request the item record
• find the 300$a field
• print this into a CSV with three columns: bibID, holdingID, 300$a
• update the progress bar
• move onto the next row in bibIDs

300$a extract



OpenRefine 
clustering



for each row of bibIDs, holdings, and list of number of volumes:
• create a new item at the bib holding
• write an internal note to show this is an auto-generated record
• repeat the amount of times of the row in number of volumes
• update the progress bar
• move onto the next row in bibIDs

Multivolume script



Github


