


Acknowledgement 
of Country

I acknowledge the traditional owners of the land 
upon which we all meet on today. I pay my 
respects to Elders past, present and emerging.
I acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples and their continuing connection 
to land and as custodians of stories for millennia. 
State Library of Queensland is inspired by this 
tradition in our work to share and preserve 
Queensland's memory for future generations.

2022 NAIDOC poster - Ryhia Dank, Gudanji/Wakaja artist 



The Topography of Searching
Visualising collections data

Explore the project
topography.slq.qld.gov.au



State Library of Queensland
Inspiring possibilities through knowledge, stories and creativity.
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The Digital Collections Catalyst initiative aims to attract 
developers and creatives to support innovative and 
creative uses of our digital collections and 
collections data. We are interested in highly creative and 
experimental ideas that bring together technology 
with cultural heritage to inspire Queenslanders through 
State Library collections.



Digital Collections Catalyst 2020

Dr. Keir Winesmith began with a deep dive 
into State Library’s collection of Brisbane 
maps and histories. He then developed a 
predictive mapping project to help visualise 
and analyse evolving Brisbane futures. 

Mapping Future Brisbane launched with 
an interactive 3D mapping tool, historical 
research, and details of the machine learning 
experiments.
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Digital Collections Catalyst 2021

Brett Tweedie is a data visualisation 
designer with degrees in media and politics, 
and has been making stuff online since the 
late 90s including:
• Google News Lab Fellow
• State Library of New South Wales
• Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences
• Museum of Australian Democracy
• ABC, The Australian Financial Review, 

The Conversation, The Guardian.
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More than 10 years of text strings searched in State 
Library of Queensland’s online catalogue. 

Historical data is freely available on the Queensland 
Government Open Data Portal. 

Current data is sourced through Google Analytics and 
updated daily.



Open data is a key component in our Digital Strategy 
and State Library's commitment to open data is outlined in our 
Open Data Strategy. The Strategy includes activities to 
build digital collections for use and re-use, and 
activities to position State Library as a lead in the open 
data movement.



A quick overview of searches shows and average of 2,193 
searches per day

Peak search year 2016 
Peak search time 2-3pm
Peak search day Wednesday
Peak search month May















State Library of Queensland staff have advised that 
The Topography of Searching:

Reflects the behaviour of clients when assisting them 
at service points.

Reinforces the type of support staff are providing to 
clients at service points.



The Topography of Searching opportunities:

Natural language searches are very common, do our 
records and user tags have the correct detail to show the 
results clients are searching for?

Resource Recommender could be used more widely to link 
clients to information they’re looking for in the catalogue 
but is located outside the catalogue. 



When clients are using questions to search, “How to” 
searches are by far the most popular.





When looking at data, especially large data sets, the focus 
often tends to be on what is at the top - the biggest, the latest, 
the trends - and sometimes the information contained in the 
less frequent elements can be missed. Almost 40% of 
searches only ever appeared once, and a further 6% 
or so only twice.

There were 3,163,576 (and counting) searches that only 
appeared once.





The Topography of Searching
An interactive landscape based on the language, themes, 
topics, and terms searched in the State Library's catalogue, 
showing how they shift and change over time.

Brett Tweedie, Digital Collections Catalyst 2021
@TheOtherPRC #slqDigitalCatalyst

Explore the project
topography.slq.qld.gov.au



Read more – blog posts by the creator
slq.qld.gov.au/digitalcatalyst

Brett Tweedie, Digital Collections Catalyst 2021
@TheOtherPRC #slqDigitalCatalyst



What’s next?

Digital Collections Catalyst 2023
#slqDigitalCatalyst

Making Meaning: Collections as Data 
Symposium 2023
#slqMakingMeaning




