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Freie Universität Berlin

Winter Semester 22/23

✓ 33,500 students

✓ 4,600 positions (FTE)

✓ 458 professors

Within Alma:

✓ 4.5 m records

✓ 1.5 m e-resources (books & journals)

✓ 300 staff users
Two Years After…, 12.9.23
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Why Primo VE ... but not „Go VE“

✓ 3 institutions within 

one institution zone

✓ Need to have two 

views

✓ Control over 

electronic resources

✓ 10 years of Primo with 

hardly any 

documentation

✓ Lots of custom 

solutions within

configuration & layout



4

Three Institutions, One Alma, Two Views

Two Years After…, 12.9.23

Freie Universität Berlin & 

Museum für Naturkunde

Charité –

Universitätsmedizin Berlin
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Primo VE Requirements
Freie Universität Berlin (FU) & 

Museum für Naturkunde (MfN)

✓ Display the physical inventory 

of all three institutions

✓ Display freely accessible 

electronic resources

✓ Display the e-resources 

licenced to:

✓ FU

✓ MfN

✓ FU & Charité

Charité – Universitätsmedizin Berlin

✓ Display the physical inventory 

of all three institutions

✓ Display freely accessible 

electronic resources

✓ Display the e-resources 

licenced to:

✓ Charité

✓ FU & Charité
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Advantages of Primo VE



7

Migration process

Design phase
Sandbox 

implementation
Production 

implementation

Test phase
First tests with 

experts

Release of the 
tests for the 

library system

Go Live Final touches Rework

Two Years After…, 12.9.23
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Design phase

Sandbox set-up

Two Years After…, 12.9.23
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Design phase

Sandbox set-up

„As simple as possible“

Two Years After…, 12.9.23
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Details view

Two Years After…, 12.9.23
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Short display

Two Years After…, 12.9.23
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Design phase

Sandbox set-up

„As simple as possible“

Data cleansing

Two Years After…, 12.9.23
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Links to related records

Two Years After…, 12.9.23
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Design phase

Sandbox set-up

„As simple as possible“

Data cleansing

Revision

Two Years After…, 12.9.23
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Original Script Titles

Two Years After…, 12.9.23
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Design phase

Sandbox set-up

„As simple as possible“

Data cleansing

Revision of special cases

Correct display of e-resources

Two Years After…, 12.9.23
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Slots, Search Profiles & 

Custom Local Data Scopes

Two Years After…, 12.9.23
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Test phase

Sandbox testing

✓ Consultation with experts in 

individual areas (e.g. 

metadata, fulfilment, etc)

✓ Improvements to system 

based on feedback

✓ Consultation with specialist 

areas (e.g. original script 

resources)

Production testing

✓ Beta testing released to all 

library staff

✓ Application of corporate 

identity

✓ Final quality check
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How is it going

Two Years After…, 12.9.23
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Current problems

Titel, Datum, …

• Missing configurations/configuration options

• Differentiation between physical and electronic 

resources

• Mapping tables

• Institution zone vs network zone

• Shibboleth integration
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Local Resource Types

Titel, Datum, …
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Local Field Translate
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Future concerns

Using Shibboleth for 

Authentication of E-Resources

Possible Challenges with a 

Network Zone
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Thank you for you attention!

Andrea Zech

FU Berlin University Library

Garystr. 39

14195 Berlin

zech@ub.fu-berlin.de
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