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Context



• Vaud Canton, Switzerland
• Capital city: Lausanne
• French speaking
• Bibliothèque Cantonale Universitaire

Lausanne

The Renouvaud Library Network



The Renouvaud Library Network
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• 149 libraries
• Primary and high school, higher 

education, research, public, heritage, 
etc.

• ~ 200’000 patrons

• Union catalogue
• 4.2M physical resources
• 1.4M electronic resources



Authority vocabularies in Renouvaud
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• Authority vocabularies currently in use

Coordination
Management 

in Alma
MARC fieldsFunctionVocabulary

NANZ1XX, 7XX, 8XXNamesATC
Pre-coordinatedNZ6XXNamesRnv-mat
Pre-coordinatedNZ/CZ6XXSubjectsRAMEAU
Post-coordinatedCZ6XXSubjectsMeSH
Post-coordinatedCZ6XXSubjectsJurivoc
Pre-coordinatedCZ1XX, 6XX, 7XX, 

8XX
Names + SubjectsIdRef



Authorities and bibliographic headings

• Authority control
• Bibliographic heading content refers to 

authority records
• If authorized form changes 

bibliographic heading content changes
• Links

• Enrichment in published data
• Primo
• Publishing profiles



Alma default authority control 
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• Linking strategy = ‘text’

• Alma linking job

• Alma Preferred Term Correction job 
(PTC)

• Authority Control Task List (ACTL)



Changing authority

control configuration



Why on earth would you do that?
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• Character strings  Identifiers

• Transition to IdRef
• Updating Renouvaud bib headings to IdRef bib headings
• Renouvaud bib headings will better match Renouvaud authorities

• Better structured data

• Id’s are the way to go!
URI



Changing linking strategy
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1. Change linking strategy parameter in 
Alma
• ‘text’  ‘id’

2. Insert identifiers
• Development of Correctref

Premium Consulting Services



Inserting identifiers in bib headings
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• Use of $0 subfield with authority ID

• Subfields $0 AFTER the corresponding 
subfield(s)

• Some headings refer to more than one 
authority

• Pre-coordinated subject headings

• Some headings also have non-controlled 
subfields

• Name-title, congresses, etc.

700 1_ $a Wagner, Richard, $d 1813-
1883



700 1_ $a Wagner, Richard, $d 1813-
1883 $0 (RNV_A)0000757412

711 _2 $$a Convegno liturgico 
internazionale $$n (17 : $$d 2019 : $$c 
Bose)



711 _2 $$a Convegno liturgico 
internazionale $$0 (RNV_A)0001624228 
$$n (17 : $$d 2019 : $$c Bose)



Inserting subfields $0 in bib headings
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• ID insertion process from 5th to 16th February 2022

• ATC, IdRef, Rameau, MeSH, Jurivoc

• LCSH, LCNAF, FAST, GND

• 2.6M records (non CZ records)



Inserting subfields $0 in bib headings
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• Name headings (February 2022)

%ATCField tag
97.701935051100
51.4326110
16.671111

9.49284130
97.351675865700
95.90276681710
94.3223657711

NA461730
0.29112574800

82.24672613830
92.524871584Total



Inserting subfields $0 in bib headings
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• Subject headings (February 2022)

%TotalField tag

60.2392’598600

49.4126’184610

61.081’205611

34.9721’587630

9.084’715648

87.661’156’693650

87.04161’205651

91.08185’466655

%TotalVocabulary

94.4174’129Fast

83.7323’940GND

94.98439’206Jurivoc

59.62445’695LCNAF/LCSH

96.43167’605MeSH

93.36499’438rnv-ram



Changing Alma configuration
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• Parameter ‘authority_linking_strategy’ = ‘text’  ‘id’

• Change done on February 17th

• Testing in Sandbox difficult
• Authority jobs must be run manually



Changing linking

strategy -

Consequences



Discovery
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• Primo - Prima! 👍



Link on save
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• Need to re-index the data
1. Disable the authority jobs
2. Full Inventory Indexing Job

a) Bibliographic data
b) Authority data

3. Unlink bib records from authority records (43 Hours 22 Minutes 29 Seconds !)
4. Reactivate the authority jobs

• Link on save works, but…



Preferred Term Correction
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• Unwanted corrections !
• Alma replaces the whole heading by the authorized form:

700 12 $$a Pullman, Philip   $$0 (RNV_A)0000650914 $$t A la croisée des mondes
 $$a Pullman, Philip   $$0 (RNV_A)0000650914

711 _2 $$a Convegno liturgico internazionale $$0 (RNV_A)0001624228 $$n (17 : $$d 
2019 : $$c Bose)
$$a Convegno liturgico internazionale $$0 (RNV_A)0001624228

• About 2 weeks to restore the data !



Headings related to CZ vocabularies
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• For some CZ vocabularies subject headings did not link
• MeSH, GND, Jurivoc, FAST

• Need for a space between the prefix and the ID :
• 650 _7 $$a Cancer $$x Treatment $$0 (OCoLC) fst00845538 $$2 fast

• Inconsistency
• Link on save : need for space
• F3 : no space

• Ex Libris solved the inconsistency efficiently!



Summing up: Alma and ID linking
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• Constructed headings not supported

• Name-title headings not supported

• No partial linking

• No ID - no link
• Imported bib records?

 Need for adjustments



Introducing Correctref
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• Correctref as third party authority control 
application

• ATC, rnv-mat, Rameau (August 2022)
• IdRef (October 2022)

• Disable the PTC job
• ATC, rnv-mat, Rameau, LCNAF, LCSH, IdRef
• Authority control rules

• Keep the Linking job 

• Alma:
• MeSH, Jurivoc



Correctref



Correctref sequential analysis
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• Selecting the “best” matching authority heading



Corrections of bib headings
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Insertion of a $0 with ID in the bib headingid-insertion

Moving the $0 with ID right after the linked subfield sequenceid-moving

Change of punctuationpunct-update

Updating the bib heading form according to the linked authorityalt-form-update

Updating the subfield codes according to the linked authoritycode update



Corrections of bib headings

Preferred term correction and punctuation update on a name-title heading

Preferred term correction in constructed subject headings
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700 12 $a Fabricius, Fritz, $d 1919-2006. - $0 
(RNV_A)0000117521 $t <<Die 
>>Rechtsstellung des Arbeitnehmers im Staat 
der Industriegesellschaft

700 12 $a Fabricius, Fritz. - $0 
(RNV_A)0000117521 $t <<Die 
>>Rechtsstellung des Arbeitnehmers im 
Staat der Industriegesellschaft

650 _7 $a Danse (religion) $0 
(RNV_A)1011941381 $y Moyen âge $0 
(RNV_A)1011975717 $v Thèses et écrits 
académiques $0 (RNV_A)1011933610 $2 ram

650 _7 $a Danse $x Aspect religieux $y 
Moyen âge $v Thèses et écrits 
académiques. $2 ram



Correctref reports

• Backoffice application

• No Frontend

3 cases when Correctref cannot link:

1. Ambiguous heading: the heading matches more than one authority

2. Missing authority record: Correctref could not match the bib heading with any existing 
authority

3. Inconsistent ID: the authority ID and the form in the bib heading do not match

• Reports on demand (Excel files)
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Conclusions



Conclusion

• Changing linking strategy

• Fundamental change in metadata management

• Difficult technical part

• Difficult testing

• Heavy consequences
• Need for support

• Checklist?
• Need for efficient authority control

• Third party application

• Still relying on the Alma linking job

• Partial enrichment of headings in Primo and publishing profiles
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Thanks for your

attention!
Michael.hertig@bcu.unil.ch



Agenda
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• Context

• Changing authority control configuration

• Consequences

• Correctref

• Conclusions



Authorities and bibliographic headings
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• Bibliographic headings Load-bearing
structure

• Authorities Foundation

• Don’t mess with it!



Correctref standing job
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• Correctref authority control (August 2023) – Name headings
• 2.6M records

TotalATC %ATCIdref %idrefField tag
97,6%95,8%19664611,8%37374100
54,7%49,1%265,7%3110

7,7%0,0%07,7%1111
9,2%9,2%2910,0%0130

96,1%93,9%17156882,2%39648700
93,2%92,3%2988220,9%2796710
94,1%93,2%237050,8%216711

1,6%1,6%4840,0%0730
96,0%95,1%1128460,9%1097800
83,2%83,2%6805730,0%0830
80,8%79,5%47988961,3%81135Total



Correctref standing job
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• Correctref authority control (August 2023) – Subject headings

%Rnv-mat/ramField tag
81,4%46215600
83,4%5699610
96,5%721611
83,8%6113630
97,2%35648
95,8%558712650
88,3%28018651
95,8%147253655
90,3%792766Total



Changing linking strategy
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• ‘text’  ‘id’

• Insertion of identifiers
• Subfields $0
• Development of Correctref

• ID insertion (February 2022):
• ATC, IdRef, Rameau, LCSH, LCNAF, FAST, GND, MeSH, Jurivoc


