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Overview

● Background and migration

● Primo (VE) normalization rules 

● Facets in Primo VE 

● Challenges 

● Assessment of rule distribution

● Next steps



Orbis Cascade Alliance

● Pacific Northwest consortium of 38 academic libraries in 

Oregon, Washington, and Idaho 

● Migrated from Primo BO to Primo VE in June 2022 

● Normalization Rules Standing Group (NRSG) 
○ Consists of 6 institutional members & 1 Alliance program manager 

○ Oversees the creation and dissemination of norm rules 

○ Recreated over 70 norm rules for display, search, and facet



Primo VE Migration Timeline

● Pre-migration (Dec. 2020 – Oct. 2021)
○ Converted PBO rule.xml file from Ex Libris to Excel file

○ Tested norm rules in WSU Alma production & premium sandbox

● Migration (Oct. 2021 - June 2022)
○ Implemented norm rules in Alliance Alma production

○ Set up NRSG GitHub Repository & NR Migration Trello Board

● Go-Live (June 2022)
○ Set up Alliance GitHub Repository

○ Provide Guide to Display and Local Fields in VE for Alliance Members

https://github.com/Orbis-Cascade-Alliance/ve-norm-rules
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BkfbHhqcPnfsa0j4BdAXQyqg1ZgQBTerU351ZDdG0hI/edit#heading=h.j9iwhm4dwy


Primo Normalization Rules

The process that transforms MARC data into PNX (Primo Normalization XML) 

data and formats it for search, facet, and display in Primo.



Primo VE Normalization Rules

● Out of the Box Rules
○ Mapping to the Display, Facets, and Search Sections in the Primo VE 

Record

○ Can edit the display fields, but not the search and facet fields

● Local Fields 1-100
○ Used to extend search queries, filter search results with facets, and 

display additional data in the record’s brief and full displays

○ Local fields 51-100 are reserved for NZ distribution

○ Local fields 1-50 are reserved for member institutions

https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Product_Documentation/020Primo_VE/Primo_VE_(English)/120Other_Configurations/Mapping_to_the_Display%2C_Facets%2C_and_Search_Sections_in_the_Primo_VE_Record#Display_Section_Mapping
https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Product_Documentation/020Primo_VE/Primo_VE_(English)/120Other_Configurations/Mapping_to_the_Display%2C_Facets%2C_and_Search_Sections_in_the_Primo_VE_Record#Display_Section_Mapping


Norm Rule Example: Audience



Norm Rule Example: Genre (Local)



Local Field Translate Table (Mapping Table)



Alliance Primo VE: Facets



Creator vs. Director/Performer/Composer

Results List

Search: Clint Eastwood or author: Clint Eastwood



Genre vs. Subject Heading

● Search: drama

Graphic novel

Results List



Audience vs. Subject Heading

● Search: juvenile



Challenges

● Balance of centralization vs. autonomy
○ Local Fields 51-100: centrally pushed and require no intervention by 

members

○ Edited OTB and Local Fields 31-50: centrally hosted and require 

members to copy & paste rules from Alliance GitHub Repository

○ Local Fields 1-30: locally created by members

● Scale of project: migrated 70+ norm rules

● Lack of ability to edit OTB rules

● Drools text-based language

https://github.com/Orbis-Cascade-Alliance/ve-norm-rules


Display Fields Used in PBO & VE

Primo Field Label PBO to VE Primo Field Label PBO to VE

MeSH Genre 6 → 4

Date or Period of Creation 12 → 8 Musical Key 13 → 12

Country of Production 13 → 8 Music: Medium of 
Performance

16 → 13

Associated Place 9 → 9 Audience 10 → 14

Creator Demographic 11 → 10 Original Language 13 → 18

Numeric Designation of Work 14 → 10 Genre 20 → 34



Facets Used in PBO & VE

No of Facets Primo Field Label PBO to VE

0 Creator Demographic, Audience, Date or 
Period of Creation, Associated Place

Audience (4 → 0)

1 MeSH Genre, Country of Production, Music: 
Medium of Performance, Music: Medium of 
Performance Statement, Numeric 
Designation of Work, Original Language

Medium of Performance 
(8 → 1)
Medium of Performance 
Statement (6 → 1)

2 Performer, Director, Composer, NLM 
Classification

Performer (6 → 2)
Composer (7 → 2)

12 Genre Genre (9 → 12)



Outreach to Member Institutions

● Receive feedback and fulfill requests via Trello Board

● Provide demonstrations in the Alliance open calls
○ Keep up-to-date via the NRSG Changelog

○ Related works and collections

○ Genre

○ Alternative vocabularies

○ Identifier

https://trello.com/b/Ij4Zi9db/nrsg-primo-ve-feedback
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1a6RR0SfGWVzWA9ptPTf0qG5XLJhBC9srwC5isjuhXD4/edit#gid=0


Looking Ahead

● Develop a standardized approach to rules by incorporating 

templated rules

● Work with other standing groups to help incorporate 

cataloging standards

● Analyze all active views of members

● Revisit resource types



Further Resources

● Lee, Junghae & Blake Galbreath. “Orbis Cascade Alliance’s 

Migration of Faceted Vocabularies to Primo VE.” Cataloging & 

Classification Quarterly, DOI: 10.1080/01639374.2023.2197897

● Orbis Cascade Alliance Primo VE Instance

● Working with NRSG Local Display Fields in Primo VE

Acknowledgement: Blake Galbreath, Core Services Librarian, 

Washington State University

https://orbiscascade-network.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/search?vid=01ALLIANCE_NETWORK:NRSG
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zfUUBT-NF5oCGfP5QBr9ED6ACC_NrBtojZxqaLObjLQ/edit


Questions?
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