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This presentation may contain forward-looking 
statements. Forward-looking statements provide 
current expectations or forecasts of future events and 
may include statements regarding anticipated events 
and other future expectations. These statements are 
based only on information currently available to our 
management and involve risks and uncertainties 
including factors outside of the control of Clarivate 
that may cause actual results to differ materially. 
Clarivate undertakes no obligation to update or revise 
the statements made herein, whether as a result of 
new information, future events or otherwise. 

Disclaimer
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Agenda Some recent enhancements you might have missed

Managing authorities in Alma today

The Alma Authorities Focus Group: trusted 
partners and advisers

Reimagining Alma Authorities: our roadmap plans
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Managing Authorities in Alma Today

Link Bib 
Headings

Preferred 
Term 

Correction

Handling 
Authority 
Updates

Authority 
Control Rules

Authority 
Control Task List

Local 
institution’s 
Authority 

files
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Manual authority 
selection (F3)

Global Authority files:
available for all in the 

Community Zone



Some Recent Enhancements You Might Have Missed
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Stronger search capabilities, with more support for “not equals” and “not 
contains” search parameters 

Searching authorities using Other Standard Identifier in field 024 

New ability to browse authority vocabularies, including both preferred and non-
preferred terms

More flexible scheduling options for importing and publishing local authority 
records 

Authorities control using F3 for 702 field in UNIMARC & CNMARC

Enable cataloger to mark a bib heading to be excluded from automatic linking 
processes ($$9 no_linkage) 
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Browse Authority Headings
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The Alma Authorities Focus Group

Current chair: Liz Bodian, 
Brandeis University 

Direct communication channel 
between the Alma product team and 
the Authority expert community 

Helping us listen to the community: 
advising, prioritizing and clarifying 
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Reimagining Alma Authorities: More Flexible Linking

Respect MARC Subfield Coding

Limit linking only to authorities 
with matching subfields
(and not just content)

Flexible Partial Linking of 
Subdivided Subject Headings

Allow matching on some 
subdivisions and not all

Partial Linking of Name/
Title Headings

If no matching name/title 
authority exists, partially link to 
name authority

1 2 3

The Alma Authority Focus Group Top 3 Requests
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Reimagining Alma Authorities: Main Challenges
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Supporting 
varied libraries 

with varied needs 
working in 

multiple 
languages using 

multiple authority 
vocabularies

Radically 
changing linking 
abilities without 
hurting existing 
workflows and 

capabilities 

How to offer 
more flexibility 

without 
disregarding 

critical matching 
data causing false 

matches 

Which subfields 
can be removed 

without 
increasing false 
matches? How? 
Even for music 

cataloging?

Support a
Varied Community

Maintain
Linking Quality

Avoid 
False Matches

Detailed 
Requirements
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The Alma Authorities Focus Group to the Rescue!
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Varied perspectives from authority experts around the 
world 

Advising and consulting when community perspective 
and expertise are required 

Providing detailed requirements accumulating needs 
and uses from various libraries 

Giving valued feedback on our plans and designs

Testing new features 
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Reimagining Alma Authorities: Our Vision
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2024 H1 Roadmap
Develop top request

(respect MARC subfield coding) using 
the new infrastructure, as a proof of 

concept. Make behavior configurable.

2024 H2 Roadmap
Work to support partial name/title 

authorities linking using new 
infrastructure.

Infrastructure
New infrastructure that will

support more complex matching
calculations and processes.

2024 H1-H2 Roadmap
Learn and grow from

proof of concept, to improve
infrastructure as needed.

Future Roadmap
Tackle the third and most

complex request – Flexible partial
linking for subdivisions.
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Reimagining Alma Authorities: 
More Roadmap Plans
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Support for limiting linking if diacritics don’t match, for a selected 
vocabulary and/or language 

Support linking a bib heading to an authority with mismatching 4XX and 
1XX, when bib matches 4XX (e.g. link field 110 to authority record 
containing 130 and matching 410 fields) 

Browsing UX improvement: remember my vocabulary and source code 
selections per heading type 

Enhancing subject authorities search to allow searching using content 
from subdivisions 



Looking to the Future: Linked Open Data Entities

13

Linked open data offers many opportunities in entity management:

• Integrating with large databases online

• Accurate, URI (identifier) based linking to an entity

• Displaying diverse information from multiple systems to our users

Linked open data also offers unique challenges in entity management:

• Information is spread across systems

• A record may not even contain any human-readable creator/subject 
information, just a URI

• Preferred and non-preferred terms, as well as other data, may exist only 
remotely

• How can remote information be used efficiently in searching and cataloging?
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Looking to the Future: Our Vision
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Side-by-side management of LOD and previous formats, harnessing the 
capabilities of both

Enrich LOD records with existing MARC knowledge repositories:

• Identify relevant Alma authorities for BIBFRAME records based on URI

• Enhance the record index with elements such as non-preferred terms, 
supporting search and discovery
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Enrich and enhance MARC capabilities using LOD elements:

• Populate MARC records with URIs from various sources

• Auto-generated URIs based on authority information, that can be used in 
integrations and discovery

• Accurate, URI (identifier) based linking to authority records



Looking to the Future: Dream Big!
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Continue working with our 
trusted partners in the Linked 
Open Data Community of 
Practice, Linked Open Data 
Focus Group, and Alma 
Authorities Focus Group

Strive towards seamless LOD 
workflows using entity management 
in our higher-education platform
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Clarivate and its logo, as well as all other 
trademarks used herein are trademarks of their 
respective owners and used under license.

Lili.Daie@clarivate.com

Thank You!
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