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Share my experience with new and inspiring tools

Get to know people who have similar projects of 
geolocation

My Objectives today
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• About BCU Lausanne

• How did the geolocation
project start

• Goals

• Two different tools

• Challenges

• Perspectives

Agenda
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Where are we located?

• State of Vaud (Switzerland)

• Population : 830’000

• Capital : Lausanne

• Official language : French
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BCU Lausanne : figures*

5

* Year 2022

libraries active patrons 
(physical loans)

physical items downloaded electronic
articles or journals

visits in 
2022

opening hours Study desks accesses to 
library website

staff
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• Two surveys patrons find it difficult to locate documents and services

patrons wish for geolocation as a future service

How did the geolocation project start?
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• Simonet Chatton & Bezençon 2019
• Lopez et al. 2020
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Ithaca College Library
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Jönköping 

University
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Bibliothèque 

universitaire de 

médecine -

Lausanne
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2 libraries : 2 geolocation projets
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Site Unithèque Site Riponne
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• Unithèque Library : Light pannel (1983)

• Riponne Library : Complex architecture

Before

11



© Bibliothèque cantonale et universitaire – Lausanne

After :
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After :
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How did we get there?
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• Respond to the needs expressed in the survey

• Increase patrons autonomy

• Provide an interactive map accessible from the BCUL 
and PlanetUnil websites

• Integrate the map into Primo, so that the user can 
access it from the search results and is being pointed to 
the right shelves

Goals
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1. Adapting existing maps

2. Creating areas on the architectural plans

3. Putting the maps online

4. Creating a link between the areas on the maps and the locations and 
call numbers of items in Alma/Primo

5. Configuring Primo

Graphical and technical solutions
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Implementation : Unithèque
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Adapting existing map + creation of areas
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Implementation : Unithèque
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Putting the map online
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• Map created by

• Product Loupe™

Implementation : Riponne
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https://myriven.notion.site/Pr-sentation-Loupe-c36558233e28446b84e9314473c08449
https://riven.ch/
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Implementation : Riponne
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Implementation : 

Riponne
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Placing objects into space, 
descriptions, labels, adding rules to 
link to location & call numbers
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Implementation : Riponne
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From Primo 
to the map
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Implementation

Riponne
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The patron is pointed to 
the right shelf
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• February 2023 : Unithèque map online

• September 2023 : Riponne map online

• Communication:

• Instragram

• Facebook

• Newsletter

• TV screens in library

Timeline & communication
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• Virtualization

• Complex call numbers (CDU)

• Moving collections and furniture

• Performance

Challenges
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• Making maps for all BCUL libraries

• 3D for Unithèque

• Tracing a route from point A to point B (guidance inside the 
building)

• Maximizing usability with smartphones (integration to Google 
maps or other geolocation app)

• Improve visibility of digital collections (augmented reality, virtual 
library, …)

• Measuring usage of maps and impact on usage of physical and 
digital collections

Future perspectives
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Demo
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Thank you

Unithèque map : link

Riponne map : link

How to configure Primo : link

Maaike Vautier

Maaike.Vautier@bcu.unil.ch

www.bcu-lausanne.ch

Developers (Riponne map) : 
Riven

Product : Loupe™

https://planete.unil.ch/?location=810010001&datatheme=BCUL_Services&keepGraphic=true
https://app.loupe.sh/api/map/client/serve?key=loupe_9xUb3CkXm2BAolMDaXTbzGXPTdgsdJ3nfF5zKua0HuRnLya2pFKCFEgURj6E0BBBUWeP7
https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Alma/Product_Documentation/010Alma_Online_Help_(English)/060Alma-Primo_Integration/060Configuring_Alma_Delivery_System/205Configuring_the_Template_for_the_Location_Map_Link
mailto:Maaike.Vautier@bcu.unil.ch
http://www.bcu-lausanne.ch/
https://riven.ch/
https://myriven.notion.site/Pr-sentation-Loupe-c36558233e28446b84e9314473c08449
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