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• In Leeds, West Yorkshire

• Established as Leeds School of Medicine in 
1831 and Yorkshire College of Science in 
1874 which merged in 1884. Formally 
established as University of Leeds in 1904

• Eleventh largest university in the UK

• Part of the Russell Group of research-
intensive UK universities

• Over 39,000 students from 170 different 
countries and over 9,000 staff of 100 
different nationalities

University of Leeds
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• Five libraries with 2.7 million items

• Over 2.5 million annual visits

• White Rose Research open access repositories for 
papers, theses and data from WR universities 
(Leeds, York, and Sheffield)

• Five designated collections deemed internationally 
important

• Migrated to Alma in 2019

• Primo VE and a Premium Sandbox

University of Leeds Libraries
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• Fourteen staff members

• Work alongside Acquisitions & Reading Lists, Stock 
Management, Collections Liaisons and 
Subscriptions teams under Content & Discovery 
Services banner

• Remit includes:

• Print and e-book cataloguing

• Special Collections monograph cataloguing

• E-resource access, authentication and 
maintenance

• Discovery experience development

University of Leeds Metadata & Discovery team
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• The following roles can work with collections: 

o Collection Inventory Operator: Create and edit sub-collections and move sub-
collections between parent collections

o Collection Inventory Operator Extended together with Collection Inventory 
Operator: Create, edit, and delete top level collections and promote a sub-
collection to be a top-level collection. Create, edit, and delete sub-collection and 
move sub-collections between parent collections

o Digital Inventory Operator: Add/remove titles to/from a collection and move a 
title between collections.

• To configure discovery options (Configuration Menu > Discovery) for Primo VE, you 
must be assigned the role Discovery - Admin.

Alma permissions needed to work with Collections
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A way to group material on Primo for easier browsing, promotion of a University initiative, 
or to celebrate an aspect of our library collection.

What is a Discovery Collection?
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Why do we need Discovery Collections?

Performing a catalogue search 
for materials can give you very 
unrelated results…

…and even when you use 
advanced search, results are not 
always very browsable!



Using Discovery 
Collections, the 
catalogue 
materials are much 
easier to collect 
and sort in ways 
that are more 
intuitive for users.

Why do we need Discovery Collections?
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1. Itemised sets: Create a set and add or remove items manually

How to make a Discovery Collection
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2. Logical sets: Create a set around a query and the collection will be updated 
automatically with items that fit that criteria

How to make a Discovery Collection
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Collections and sub-collections
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As well as putting items 
into collections, you can 
organise them further by 
using sub-collections

And sub-
subcollections!



Collections to items and back again
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Directing search traffic using Resource Recommenders

Collection management
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One background image (banner)

Up to three icons

Customising the display of a collection
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Customising the display of a collection
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Customising the view in Primo
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New feature! HTML code in the collection descriptions allows for working links



Customising the view in Primo
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New feature! HTML code in 
the collection descriptions 
allows for working links



Adding author and publication date to the gallery view

Customising the view in Primo
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Customising the view in Primo

Making Hidden Treasures Visible with Primo Discovery Collections

// Author and publication year in Discovery Collections 

app.component('prmGalleryItemAfter', {

bindings: {

parentCtrl: '<'

},

controller: function () {

var $ctrl = this;

$ctrl.$onInit = function () {

try {

// $ctrl.author = $ctrl.parentCtrl.item.pnx.addata.au[0];

// 245$c assigned to Local Display Field 59

$ctrl.author = $ctrl.parentCtrl.item.pnx.display.lds59[0];

} catch (e) {

$ctrl.author = '';

}

try {$ctrl.date = 

$ctrl.parentCtrl.item.pnx.display.creationdate[0];

} catch (e) {

$ctrl.date = '';

}

$ctrl.hasDate = !!$ctrl.date;

$ctrl.hasAuthor = !!$ctrl.author;

};

},

template: `

<div><span ng-if="$ctrl.hasDate">{{$ctrl.date}}</span><br />

<span ng-if="$ctrl.hasAuthor">{{$ctrl.author}}</span></div>

`,

});

// END author and publication year in Discovery Collections

/* TJH Display of author and year in Discovery Collections */

prm-gallery-item-after {

padding-top: 20px;

padding-bottom: 20px;

padding-left: 0.5em;

padding-right: 15px;

display: block;

margin-top: -60px;

margin-bottom: 50px;

}

prm-gallery-item-after div {

margin-top: -10px;

display: -webkit-box;

-webkit-box-orient: vertical;

-webkit-line-clamp: 3;

overflow: hidden;

text-overflow: ellipsis;

font-size: small;

}

Display the information with CSS

Extract the author and publication date with 
JavaScript



Gallery view with author and publication date

Customising the view in Primo
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2024 Roadmap – CDI and external records can be 
displayed in collection discovery

Wishlist items from the Idea Exchange:

• Add facets into the Collection Discovery UI

• Sub-collection searches

• Add a button “View this collection as search results”

Roadmap/wishlist
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https://ideas.exlibrisgroup.com/forums/308176-primo/suggestions/36709789-add-facets-into-the-collection-discovery-ui
https://ideas.exlibrisgroup.com/forums/308176-primo/suggestions/44803108-collection-discovery-sub-collection-searches
https://ideas.exlibrisgroup.com/forums/308176-primo/suggestions/45285133-collection-discovery-add-a-button-view-this-col


Primo Views website:
https://primoviews.org/combined_code/collection-discovery/

University at Buffalo’s Collection Spotlights:
https://search.lib.buffalo.edu/discovery/collectionDiscovery?vid=0
1SUNY_BUF:everything

W3 Schools CSS Tutorial:
https://www.w3schools.com/css/default.asp

Primo mailing list:
https://exlibrisusers.org/postorius/lists/primo.exlibrisusers.org/

Useful resources
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Leeds University Library
Leeds, United Kingdom

LS2 9JT
Library no

library.leeds.ac.uk

QR code for University of Leeds Discovery Collections top level page

Any questions?

Ceilan Hunter-Green: c.hunter-green@leeds.ac.uk

Trevor Hough: t.j.hough@leeds.ac.uk

https://leeds.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/collectionDiscovery?vid=44LEE_INST:VU1&lang=en


• The following roles can work with collections: 

o Collection Inventory Operator: Create and edit sub-collections and move sub-
collections between parent collections

o Collection Inventory Operator Extended together with Collection Inventory 
Operator: Create, edit, and delete top level collections and promote a sub-
collection to be a top-level collection. Create, edit, and delete sub-collection and 
move sub-collections between parent collections

o Digital Inventory Operator: Add/remove titles to/from a collection and move a 
title between collections.

• To configure discovery options (Configuration Menu > Discovery) for Primo VE, you 
must be assigned the role Discovery - Admin.

Alma permissions needed to work with Collections
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