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Royal Danish 
Library

In 2017, the State and University Library in Aarhus and 
The Royal Library in Copenhagen merged. 

The Danish National Art Library and the Administrative 
Library were also part of the merger.

The merger was a result of political aim of consolidating 
national and university libraries in Denmark

Larsen, Svend. (2020) ‘Mergers and digital 

transformation in Danish research libraries’, ABI-

Technik. Berlin: De Gruyter. Available at: 

https://doi.org/10.1515/abitech-2020-2032
.

oktober 2024

https://doi.org/10.1515/abitech-2020-2032


Alma was introduced in 
2019



Alma was introduced in 
2019, while we – in 
Copenhagen - were
preparing the transfer of 
the physical collections
to a remote storage. 
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Gottlieb Paludan Architects 2018

Remote storage facility
in Vinge



47 km.s from The Black 
Diamond



Remote storage
facility
116,000 running meters of shelves in 32 

rooms equipped with low-tech mobile 

shelving with traditional hand cranks. 



Manuscript 
collection
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The Dalby 
Book
(GKS 
1325
4to)
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Objectives

―We want the patron to be able to request the item directly in 

Primo

―We want to transfer metadata from Alma to the digital files 

when digitizing and to use the metadata in our online 

publishing platform. 



Semi-automatic transfer of 
metadata
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International standards
―“Yale University Library Manuscript Cataloging Guidelines | Yale University Library”. Set 15. januar 2021. 

https://web.library.yale.edu/cataloging/manuscript.

―Harvard Wiki: Manuscript Section: 

https://wiki.harvard.edu/confluence/display/HoughtonTechnicalServices/Manuscript+Section

―Österreichische Nationalbibliothek, Schweizerische Nationalbibliothek, Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin –

Preußischer Kulturbesitz, Fachkollegium der Arbeitsgruppe RNA/RDA. “Ressourcenerschließung mit 

Normdaten in Archiven und Bibliotheken (RNAB)”, 2019. 

https://www.dnb.de/DE/Professionell/Standardisierung/Standards/_content/rnab_akk.html

―Describing Archives: A Content Standard. 2nd edition. Chicago, IL: Society of American Archivists, 2013.

―Minnesota Historical Society. “Archival Collections: Catalog Records. MARC Coding and Data Content 

Guidelines”, 2013. 

http://www2.mnhs.org/library/findaids/CMToolkit/BestPractices/CatalogRecords_MARCGuidelines.pdf.
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https://web.library.yale.edu/cataloging/manuscript
https://wiki.harvard.edu/confluence/display/HoughtonTechnicalServices/Manuscript+Section
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Legacy metadata



Entry in the 
manuscript 
catalogue
of the GKS
collection
from 1784
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Repeated verbatim in the 

catalogue record
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Repeated verbatim in digital 

collections



Manuscript 
catalogues
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GKS
NKS

Thott

Collin Ledreborg



Manuscript 
catalogues
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Classified catalogueAlphabetical catalogue



Alphabetical Classified
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Codices

1 BIB record, 1 

holding, 1 item
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Archives



Normally 1 BIB-record per archive

And numerous items with 

descriptions which correspond

to content descriptions in 505 

fields in the BIB-record





Finding aids
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https://soeg.kb.dk/permalink/45KBDK_KGL/1pioq0f/alma99122931336905763
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https://soeg.kb.dk/permalink/45KBDK_KGL/1pioq0f/alma99122931336905763


H.C. Andersen’s

manuscripts and letters
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https://soeg.kb.dk/permalink/45KBDK_KGL/16bqo9j/alma99123640569305763
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Søren 
Kierkegaard’s
archive



Søren Kierkegaard’s archive

―1 catalogue record per box

―170 BIB-records based upon the 

manuscript finding aid



A. Diaries

B. Manuscripts and drafts of works

C. Excerpts and notes

D. Personal papers, family papers , letters and later added material 

E. Books from Kierkegaard's Book Collection

13-10-2024

Søren Kierkegaard’s archive



A. Diaries and the like

1. Journalen NB. 

2. Journalen NB. (2)

3. Journalen NB (3)

B. Manuscripts and drafts of works

1. …

2. …

3. …

C. Excerpts and notes

1. ….

2. ….

3. …

D. Personal papers, family papers , letters and later added material 

E. Books from Kierkegaard's Book Collection.

Søren Kierkegaard’s archive
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Related records and 
collections make
hierarchical structures
possible
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Database of letters



Database of letters
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Soon: 

―300.000 records of letters and 

correspondance will be imported into

Alma as BIB-records linked via 773 fields

to items of individual archives. 
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Problems in 
Alma/Primo



Multiple holdings: difficult to handle 

for the patron

Problem





Multiple holdings: difficult to handle 

for the patron

Possible solution: Making the filters 

mote visible

Problem





Restricted use

Problem



Restricted use

Solution: 
Locations with resctrictions which require 

release in “pick from shelf” instead of 

automated printing.

506 field in holding(s)

Problem



Workflow in Libanswers



Restricted use

Solution: 
Locations with resctrictions which require 

release in “pick from shelf” instead of 

automated printing.

506 field in holding(s)

Perhaps an item policy which leads the 

patron to libanswers 

Problem
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