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Overview

 Why a microform resource type

 Challenges and methods

 Solution

 Feedback



San Francisco State University

 One of the 23 California State 

University (CSU) campuses

 Primarily four-year public 

university, FTE 18,000

 Part of the CSU Unified Library 

Management System(ULMS) :

Alma and Primo VE



Why a Microform Resource Type



Why a Microform Resource Type

 Improve search results (deprioritize 

microform)

Configuration > Discovery > Search Configuration > 

Ranking Configuration

 Improve displaying and discovering



Deprioritize in Search Results



Display Resource Type



Challenges and Methods



How to Add a Local Resource Type

 Alma Configuration > Discovery > 

Display Configuration > Resource types 

configuration > Add/Edit Resource Type 

Configuration > Custom Local Resource 

Types

 Mapping from MARC Records

https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Product_Documentation/020Primo_VE/Primo_VE_(English)/050Display_Configuration/Configuring_Resource_Types_for_Primo_VE

https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Product_Documentation/020Primo_VE/Primo_VE_(English)/050Display_Configuration/Configuring_Resource_Types_for_Primo_VE


Two Categories of 

Records Presumed



Four Categories 

of Records



Method 1: 

Brainstorming with 

ChatGPT

1. What MARC21 fields are used for microform?

2. What fields OCLC uses for microforms?

3. What positions in 008 are for microform?

4. What format does this record describe?

5. What is the physical material type?

007/00 Category of material h
007/01 Specific material designation a b
245 (Title Statement) $h [microform] GMD
300 (Physical Description) $a 1 microfilm reel
340 (Physical Medium)
347 (Digital File Characteristics)
500 
533 $a Microfilm (reproduction note)

008 Form of item 23: a b 
337
338
599 $zFICHE



Method 2: a. Read MARC Record



Method 2: b. Using Alma Search, MDE



True Positive 1

1. Resource is microform

2. Record is microform

3. Mapping rule works on the correct 

records



True Positive 2



True Positive 3



False Negative 1



False Negative 2



Methods 3: Using 

Analytics

Subject Area: Physical Items

Criteria: Location contains Microforms, Material 

Type is equal to Microfiche

Row Labels Sum of count

Book - Physical 114

Journal - Physical 654

Journal (Ceased publication) - Physical 761

Microforms 66

Newspaper - Physical 3

Newspaper (Ceased publication) - Physical 3

Other Serial - Electronic 1

Other Serial - Physical 12

Other Serial (Ceased publication) - Physical 25

Grand Total 1639



ChatGPT FOR Regex
1. generate a general expression for a string at 

position 23 the value is "a" or "b”

^.{22}[ab]

2. What is the regex to match strings that has 40 

characters, at position 24, the value is "a" or "b“

^.{23}[ab].{16}$

3. regex for string at position 24 is a a or b, and any 

charaters after

^.{23}[ab].*$

Verify those regex at Regexr.com



Verify Regex



False Positive 1



False Positive 2



Resource vs. Record



Solution



Use A Local Field 

For Mapping

1. Create a set by location

2. Create a MARC Drool normalization rule in MDE

Working with Normalization Rules

3. Add a process: Configure > Resources > General > 

Processes

4. Run the job on the sets

5. Add the mapping condition 967 $a Microform

https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Alma/Product_Documentation/010Alma_Online_Help_(English)/Metadata_Management/016Working_with_Rules/020Working_with_Normalization_Rules


Resources

1. Video: Configure Resource Types

2. Configuring Local Resource Types

3. Mapping to the Display, Facets, and Search Sections in the Primo VE 

Record (This explains MARC21 Resource Type Mapping)

4. Searching in Alma (Rules Used to Create the Resource Type Field – 
MARC 21)

5. Working with Normalization Rules

https://exl-edu.com/02_Primo/How_To/Configure_Resource_Types/
https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Product_Documentation/020Primo_VE/Primo_VE_(English)/050Display_Configuration/Configuring_Resource_Types_for_Primo_VE
https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Product_Documentation/020Primo_VE/Primo_VE_(English)/120Other_Configurations/Mapping_to_the_Display%2C_Facets%2C_and_Search_Sections_in_the_Primo_VE_Record
https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Primo/Product_Documentation/020Primo_VE/Primo_VE_(English)/120Other_Configurations/Mapping_to_the_Display%2C_Facets%2C_and_Search_Sections_in_the_Primo_VE_Record
https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Alma/Product_Documentation/010Alma_Online_Help_(English)/010Getting_Started/050Alma_User_Interface_%E2%80%93_General_Information/Searching_in_Alma
https://knowledge.exlibrisgroup.com/Alma/Product_Documentation/010Alma_Online_Help_(English)/Metadata_Management/016Working_with_Rules/020Working_with_Normalization_Rules


THANK YOU

Feedback Form (anonymous, I don’t collect emails)

Can Li

cli05@sfsu.edu

https://library.sfsu.edu/

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdyRcBf1CxRa6vjOpstKb9uJfXxW__K3xyf1x1a2qL4Yea9vQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://library.sfsu.edu/



