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• Based at the Old Library on our Streatham 
Campus, Exeter

• Over 90,000 items in collection

• Own bespoke catalogue 
https://www.bdcmuseum.org.uk/

• Over 1000 items on display in the museum

Bill Douglas Cinema Museum



Data Extraction

• Extract from Cinema museum catalogue in JSON format

• No OAI-PMH industry standard for harvesting stands for Open Archives Initiative Protocol for 
Metadata Harvesting

• Created mapping tables for key fields
• Resource Type

• Language

• Converted from JSON to XML – issues with the data, conversion and arrays



Example Record from the Extract



Example Record Converted to XML



Normalization Rules

• Three sets of rules:
• Language

• Resource Type

• All other fields



All the other fields

• We match the following fields from the record
• Title – dc:title

• Description – dc:description

• The item number - dc:identifier

• Source – dcterms:source

• Contact – to a local field discovery:local8

rule "Bill Douglas Contact"

when

exist "//*[local-name()='pk']"

then

set "These items may be viewed in person in our reading room by appointment with the Bill Douglas Cinema Museum, Old 
Library, Streatham Campus. Please visit our website to book an appointment https://libguides.exeter.ac.uk/archives/visiting .
Please contact bdc@exeter.ac.uk if you have any queries." in "discovery"."local8"

end



Local Resources

• Local Resource types
• Matched to global resource types where possible

• Added additional resource types to Alma in 
Resource Type Configuration

• Example without local resource setup



Discovery Import Profile



Bill Douglas Records in Primo VE

• Example record
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Special Collections

• We currently use Calm for our Special Collections

• There are over 52,000 records

• Notable collections 
• Du Maurier Collection

• Middle East Collections

• Agatha Christie Business Papers

• William Golding Archive

• Sir Norman Lockyer Collection



• DC import

• Imported certain number of fields

• Issues with collections as imported with collection codes not names

• XML import

• Additional fields came across

• More scope for normalisation rules

DC or XML



• This is the same record from Calm the 
record on the left is the DC import the 
record on the right is the XML. 

Comparison of DC vs XML



• We have had to split the rules into three

• The First one is to setup the Local12 field which 
is “Archives Collection Name” 

• There are over 500 Archive Collections and 
the example is to the right.

• The Second is to add the Archive Collection 
name to the items within each Collection 
example to the right:

Normalisation (Discovery) rules



Normalisation (Discovery) Rules

• The third set of rules was to add all the 
additional fields

• Location – Local 11 

• Contact – Local 8

• Admin History – Local 9

• Description – DC Description

• Language - dc Language 

• Date – DC Date

• Rights – DC Rights

• Title – DC Title

• Format – DC Format 

• Extent – Local 10 

• Identifier – DC Identifier

• Relation – DC Relation



Normalisation Rule Examples
rule "Exeter Location"

when

exist "//*[local-name()='record']/*[local-name()='metadata']/*[local-name()='DScribeRecord']/*[local-
name()='Repository'][contains(.,'Special Collections Archives (GB 0029)')]"

then

set "Streatham Campus" in "discovery"."local11“

end

rule "Exeter Email"

when

exist "//*[local-name()='record']/*[local-name()='metadata']/*[local-name()='DScribeRecord']/*[local-
name()='Repository'][contains(.,'Special Collections Archives (GB 0029)')]"

then

set "These items may be viewed in person by appointment with Archives & Special Collections, Old Library, Streatham Campus.
Please visit our website to book an appointment https://libguides.exeter.ac.uk/archives/visiting" in "discovery"."local8"

end



• Local Fields for Display, Search and Facet:

• Collections Level

• Location

• Local Fields just for Display:

• Contact 

• Extent

How we made it more discoverable:



• We also have related titles which searches for all the items in the collection the items is part of:

How we made it more discoverable:



• Details section

• All the fields added from rules

• Contact field

• Direct link to instance on Calm

• Related Records

Example Record



Andrew Dove: a.p.dove@exeter.ac.uk

Thank you for listening.

Any Questions?


