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1. Mass Corrections in 
a Consortium
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1.a Examples

GND ID with lower case x
Link to DNB is broken → display in swisscovery and other services affected



1.a Examples
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Replace $w identifiers with MMS ID
In fields 76x, 77x, 78x, 800, 810, 811, 830, replace the “old” 
networks identifiers with the MMS ID
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How to 
do it

1.a Examples

772: 18’372

773: 1’402’324

780: 87’811

785: 73’442

800: 330’568

830: > 3 million!!

!



Consortium of over 500 Swiss 
academic libraries

Search portal swisscovery

31 IZs + 1 NZ

1.b Organizational Context
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1.b Organizational Context
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Data
Quality

SLSP

Expert 
Group 

Metadata
Expert Pool 

Mass 
Corrections



Technical & cataloguing 
experts from SLSP 

& the libraries
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Expert Pool 
Mass Corrections

How to collaborate the best way?

 

1.b Organizational Context

Collaboration
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Lead

SLSP

Members

8 mass correction experts of 7 libraries

Opportunity

Several members have cataloguing and technical knowledge

1.b Organizational Context



1.b Organizational 
Context
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• Iterative workflow
• Meetings: Twice a year

• Up to three corrections 
at a time

Idea

Analysis + 
definition

Approval 
by EGM

Conduct 
mass 

correction



1.b Organizational 
Context
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Ideas for corrections:

• Transparent to all

• Currently 55 in total, always  3 in 
progress 

• New ideas can be added at any time

• Priority determined by voting



2. Tools
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2.a Alma integrated tools
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What is the best way to 
modify large volumes 
of data in complex use 
cases with clean and 
reliable logging?

Normalization rules & indication rules

Import profile/ merge rules

API



Normalization rules (and indication rules)
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C
h

a
n

ce
s • Useful for simple, rule-

based changes

• System functionality / 
native Alma

• Easy to apply on sets

• Very quick

Li
m

it
a

ti
o

n
s • Limited amount of 

commands/replacements 

• No easy mapping with 
normalization rules

• Sometimes unexpected
behaviour

• Limited logging
possiblities



Changes with Import Profile / merge rules
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C
h

a
n

ce
s • Ideal for 

straightforward 
additions, e.g. 
inserting IDs in field 
035 or applying local 
extensions

Li
m

it
a

ti
o

n
s • Creation of XML file 

is necessary

• Testing is required

• Limited file size, 
larger amount of bib 
records must be 
done in batches



Changes via API
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C
h

a
n

ce
s • Ideal for applying 

record-specific updates 
through a Python script

• accurate

• Custom and robust 
logging 

• For complex use cases

Li
m

it
a

ti
o

n
s • Working with large 

amounts of data takes 
considerable time

• Code or scripting is 
required



2.b External Database
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Content:

• Current and older 

versions NZ records 

• No IZ records, no 

authorities, no 

inventory

System:

Purpose: 

• better analysis possibilities 

• Data backup

• Deduplication

Access (SLSP): 

Compass (UI) or Python



2.b External Database

20https://www.mongodb.com/products/tools/compass

https://www.mongodb.com/products/tools/compass


2.c Alma API Wrapper
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Wide Alma API coverage

Request builder

API keys management

Errors & logs handling

Open source

Actively maintained

https://almapi-

wrapper.readthedocs.io/en/latest

https://almapi-wrapper.readthedocs.io/en/latest
https://almapi-wrapper.readthedocs.io/en/latest
https://almapi-wrapper.readthedocs.io/en/latest


2.c Alma API Wrapper

22https://almapi-wrapper.readthedocs.io/en/latest/

https://almapi-wrapper.readthedocs.io/en/latest/
https://almapi-wrapper.readthedocs.io/en/latest/
https://almapi-wrapper.readthedocs.io/en/latest/


3. Conclusion
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Questions?

Thank you for your attention!
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nikol.stepan@slsp.ch ; 
raphael.rey@slsp.ch




