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The AI Metadata 
Assistant testing 
• Early access testing : August 2024 – February 2025

• Participants: 14 international institutions 

• Testing two main functions 

• Create with AI Assistant 

• Enhance with AI Assistant 

• English language documents 

• Selected MARC21 fields 

• Feedback and updates 
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SIKT and the 
BIBSYS 
Consortium

The BIBSYS Consortium 

76 institutions, including the National Library  

230 libraries (approx.)

SIKT

Service provider for research and higher 
education, coordinating the consortium in 
regards of library system and catalogue 
development 

Subject area working groups 

The Resource Management working group has 
actively contributed to this project
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Our catalogue

Shared catalogue between all institutions 

in the Alma Network Zone

Including the Norwegian National Bibliography 

Unified content standard and a uniform 

registration practice for our metadata
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Create with AI Assistant & Enhance with AI Assistant 
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Create with AI 
Assistant 
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• Title, author, ISBN, table of contents, 

content description

• 4 images or single page files

• Required fields: Title

• Expand from template



Areas of application

• Old documents from 
printed catalogues

• New acquisitions 
(doctoral dissertations)
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Documents with Gothic 
script

• Old documents

• German, French, Swedish and English 

language 

• Gothic script 

• Text, font size, icons and stamps 

• Time consuming cataloguing 
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AI generated 
bibliographic record 

• Conversion from Gothic to Latin script is 

correct 

• Agents, resource language, publication 

information

• Content descriptions 

• Library of Congress Subject Headings 

• 588 field – source of description note

• Revising, completing and quality control

• Adding templates and normalization 

rules 
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Doctoral 
dissertations

• No longer part of the 
national bibliography

• University of Oslo has taken 
over responsibility to 
catalogue doctoral 
dissertations 

• Complex content and 
classification

• Manual cataloguing is time 
consuming 
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Doctoral dissertation 
generated by the AI 
Assistant 

• Title 

• ISBN 

• Resource language

• Publication information 
and series information 

• Summary 

• Subject headings 
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Our experiences 

• A useful tool for cataloguing a 

select part of our catalogue

• Time efficient and often 

transcribes correctly

• Copy cataloguing 

• Latin alphabet 

• Artificial intelligence 

hallucinations

• 008 – control field

• Proofreading is essential 
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Practical experiences
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• Photos uploaded from mobile phones

• Webcam in Metadata Editor

• Alma Mobile App 2 



Our wishes for 
future development 

• The Norwegian authority system for persons 

and corporations (BARE)

• Subject headings: Humord

• 008 control field 

• Transcription of other scripts

• Content description in Norwegian 
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Do we need 
guidelines for AI? 
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Do we need 
guidelines for AI? 
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Many cataloguers – 

one Network Zone

→ Building on existing 

guidelines



Do we need 
guidelines for AI? 
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Many cataloguers 

– 

one Network Zone

→ Building on 

existing guidelies

The AI Assistant is just that

-

An assistant to the cataloguer



Do we need 
guidelines for AI? 
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1XX / 7XX – fields

$$4 and authority control

588 / 5XX $$7 

should be kept
Advices on templates 

and normalization rules

Control fields

needs extra attention



Two sets of guidelines

Cataloguing / metadata guidelines Technical guidelines
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The role of the AI Assistant –
a shared understanding

The AI assistant’s 
contribution

• Time saver

• Less typos  
improving MD 
quality

• Creates summaries 

• Changing the role 
of the cataloguer

• Streamlining 
workflows

The limitations

• AI should not 
introduce a new 
level of cataloguing

• AI-records needs 
processing to meet 
international and 
consortium 
standards

Why a shared     
understanding is 
important

• A large consortium 
requires uniform 
practices to ensure 
quality and 
consistency
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Thank you for listening!




