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THE CONTEXT
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LIUC University: 
a Business University

• Very small university near 
Milan and Varese, North of 
Italy

• Young : 30 years old
• 2 Schools for master degrees 

and bachelor degrees: 
- Management and Economics
- Managerial Engineering

• 1 PHD programme
• 1 Business School
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Mario Rostoni 
Library

One main library

Our mission
Learning and teaching library
Research library+Research Repository
Library as a place of study and 
socialization + digital services

LMS Alma, Primo VE + Leganto +Esploro
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Esploro@LIUC 
University
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• ARL Archivio della ricerca LIUC (LIUC 
repository for the research assets -
Dspace)

To mantain the University Research 
Repository 
To send metadata and files to Ministry of 
University Evaluation System

• Researcher portal
– To communicate the research (CV, 

publications…)
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The starting point 2019: 2 platforms
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2020: Esploro as early adopter. 
From Dspace and «Researcher profile platform» to Esploro

2019Dec. 2020
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• Migration made by ExLibris Team: 4713 assets to migrate, 2200 
authors

• Local fields for Italian Ministry of University research platform to 
upload metadata and assets

• Portal personalization
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Assets: from DSpace to Esploro
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• 8 months to implement as early adopter:
April, 14 2020: kick off
December, 5 2020: in production
February, 10 2021: Faculty presentation
February 2021-March 2021 : Researchers’ training offered by Library Team

• Librarians involved: 4 librarians (20 hours a week as average)
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Assets: from DSpace to Esploro
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• Guides and personal assistance for 
Researchers

• Webinars
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Faculty training and assistance
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ARL Esploro Today

2025

Total assets: 6.787
Researchers:  3.983
Affiliated researchers: 244
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Main functionality managed with Esploro

1) University portal for Researchers
2) Institutional Repository for Metadata and assets to be sent to 

MUR (Ministry of Education) for research evaluation and 
professors’ career

3) Institutional Repository for «internal evaluation» of researchers
4) Legal deposit of PHD dissertations to National Library of 

Florence
5) Other services



PHD Thesis to be preserved by 
National Library of Florence 

(legal deposit) 
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Why? 
National legislation about PHD thesis deposit

• Thesis have to be present in BNCF collections for 
consultation

Decreto 
Presidente 
Repubblica 11 
luglio 1980, n. 382
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PHD new cycle. PHD School 
Office notification of new PHD 
students to the Library 

New PHD student information 
ingest in ALMA-Esploro

After the end of the PHD student 
career: PDH student dissertation 
upload (Library)
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How we do it. Services and processes



How we do it. Services and processes
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PHD office sends phd thesis to LIUC Library for Turnitin check (while writingis in 
progress)

PHD office sends the «final version» of 
a phd thesis to the Library with 
information regarding

- the choice of the students about their thesis accessibility
(closed, with embargo, open access…)

- the choice of the student to be present in other PHD 
repositories (i.e. Proquest Dissertation and thesis global)

Library uploads PHD thesis. PHD students do not have a profile or the possibility
to upload file in Esploro. Just the Faculty can

Library checks the metadata and starts the process to allow thesis and metadata 
to be present in BNCF archives
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BNCF. The «Old system». PHD thesis to BNCF 
(harvesting)

(Protocol: OAI-PMH)
• 2010: possibility for 

Italian University to send 
PHD thesis to BNCF for 
legal deposit also in 
digital version (CD or 
DVD-Rom, then 
harvesting)
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BNCF. The new system

• 2023: BNCF enter CINECA (Italian Consorthium with 
academic and research institution as members)
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Different models

1) Universities that use IRIS (CINECA SW) as Repository: 
CINECA does the job to get the thesis from University 
Repositories

2) Universities that use other repositories (Dspace, Esploro…):  
programmes to be developed by universities

3) In Italy: two universities at the moment use Esploro (LIUC 
University, Bolzano University)
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The new system for LIUC Esploro

• The new model of thesis deposit requires REST API use for non-
IRIS institution

• The developed clients will be able to add, update and delete
metadata and assets

• As of now the metadata and file upload is manually started from
a web UI
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UI home page
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PhD service
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Add Esploro asset id and select the action 
to perform
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Data extraction with Esploro REST API
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Asset sent
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BNCF-CINECA output (test environment)
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A new PhD thesis to upload…
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…operation not allowed error
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…and another error
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…one more different error
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Missing academic year in Esploro national 
fields
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Log files of each action performed
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…a detailed log
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Another action: collection analysis
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And next… implementing a batch interface?
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Our evaluation
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Librarians feedback

REQUIREMENTS/POSSIBLE 
WEAKNESS

STRENGHT

Necessity for the Library to access a server/web 
server/db server (optional)/application  server

Maintenance of a new platform and program

BNCF assistance in implementing the new system

Complete data control

Esploro API
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Laura Ballestra – lballestra@liuc.it

Alberto Re Fraschini – arefraschini@liuc.it

Contacts
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