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ILO Thesaurus

Sustainable Development Goals Taxonomy
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Introduction

In November 2019, HLCM requested CEB members 

to sign a “Statement of Adoption” to use the 

common¹ system of identifiers for Sustainable 

Development Goals, Targets and Indicators to 

map their SDG-related resources.

Purpose: to promote an ecosystem of machine-

readable documents based on Linked Open Data 

Principles.
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Alignment Overview
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What did the alignment mean to us?
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 UN agencies, member of the CEB are 

asked to use the UN SDG taxonomy to tag 

their SDGs related resources; 

 Map relevant descriptors in ILO thesaurus 

to UN SDGs goals and indicators;

 SDGs descriptors added to ILO thesaurus 

are:

❖ “sustainable development goals”

❖ “sustainable development”

SDG Goals ILO Thesaurus concepts
SDG Goal 1 - No poverty poverty

SDG Goal 1 - No poverty social security

SDG Goal 1 - No poverty standard of living

SDG Goal 1 - No poverty social protection

SDG Goal 1 - No poverty poverty alleviation

SDG Goal 2 - Zero hunger food security

SDG Goal 2 - Zero hunger food shortage

SDG Goal 2 - Zero hunger rural economy

SDG Goal 2 - Zero hunger sustainable agriculture

SDG Goal 2 - Zero hunger nutrition

SDG Goal 2 - Zero hunger hunger

SDG Goal 3 - Good health and well-being Supply of health care

SDG Goal 3 - Good health and well-being medical control

SDG Goal 3 - Good health and well-being health service

SDG Goal 3 - Good health and well-being quality of care

SDG Goal 3 - Good health and well-being wellbeing

SDG Goal 3 - Good health and well-being medical care

SDG Goal 4 - Quality education continuing education

SDG Goal 4 - Quality education lifelong learning

SDG Goal 4 - Quality education educational development

SDG Goal 4 - Quality education vocational education

SDG Goal 4 - Quality education skills development

SDG Goal 4 - Quality education access to education

SDG Goal 5 - Gender equality womens empowerment

SDG Goal 5 - Gender equality girls

SDG Goal 5 - Gender equality gender equality

SDG Goal 6 - Clean water and sanitation water resources

SDG Goal 6 - Clean water and sanitation water quality

SDG Goal 6 - Clean water and sanitation drinking water

SDG Goal 6 - Clean water and sanitation water treatment

SDG Goal 6 - Clean water and sanitation water utilization

SDG Goal 6 - Clean water and sanitation water conservation
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Overview of the update of Institutional Repository (IR) by the SDGs
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Authority Configure Implement
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Authority record example in Pool Party and Alma: 
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Authority record in Alma

Thesaurus Platform: Pool Party

Thesaurus Platform: Pool Party



How we did it?
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Authority

✓ Run SPARQL report

✓ Add SDGs to 
Authority records 

✓ Review & update

Configuration

✓ Publishing profile

✓ Import profiles

✓ New SDG facet

Implementation

✓ Testing 

✓ Tuning

✓ Run on all records

1 2 3



How many records are linked to SDGs in ILO repository?

53K / 127K
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42% have SDG 8

“Decent work & 

economic growth”



What we have in the database after the alignment?
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Group 1

Not about SDG

Not related to SDG

Group 2

About SDGs

Related to SDGs

Other



NB Manually place “ilo.org” device in front of image

What’s next?

 Fine tuning of alignment and regular meetings with indexers

 Automate the update of the thesaurus to the authority records

 Automate & update the Research Repository with the SDGs 
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Research Repository: Publication landing page
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Demo
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Questions? 




